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For what credit is it if, when you sin and 
are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you 
do good and suffer for it you endure, this is 
a gracious thing in the sight of God. For to 
this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps.

1 Pet. 2:20b-21

ROME: Italy’s bishops have criticized 
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte for failing 
to lift the ban on public Masses.

The Italian bishops’ conference released 
a statement denouncing Conte’s decree on 
“phase 2” of the coronavirus lockdown 
restrictions, which it says “arbitrarily ex-
cludes the possibility of celebrating Mass 
with the people.”

During a press conference April 26 to an-
nounce the next phase of Italy’s COVID-19 
restrictions, beginning May 4, Conte said 
funerals may resume with a maximum of 
15 people present. Other religious celebra-
tions, including public Masses, will resume 
“in the coming weeks.”

In their April 26 statement, the bish-
ops referred to two bodies which advised 
Conte on lifting lockdown measures: the 
Presidency of the Council of Ministers, the 

equivalent of the Prime Minister’s office, 
and the Technical-Scientific Committee for 
COVID-19.

The bishops said: “The Presidency of the 
Council and the Technical-Scientific Com-
mittee are reminded of the duty to distin-
guish between their responsibility — giving 
precise indications of a health nature — and 
that of the Church, called to organise the life 
of the Christian community, in compliance 
with the measures prepared, but in the full-
ness of one’s autonomy.”

The prime minister’s office responded to 
the bishops’ statement. The message said “a 
protocol will be studied that will allow the 
faithful to participate in liturgical celebra-
tions as soon as possible in conditions of 
maximum security.”

The Italian Bishops’ Conference (CEI) 
said it had been in “continuous and avail-

able dialogue” with the government for 
weeks.

During these negotiations, “the Church 
accepted, with suffering and a sense of re-
sponsibility, the government limitations 
taken to face the health emergency,” the 
bishops said, adding that during these con-
versations, “it was explicitly emphasised 
that — when the limitations taken on to face 
the pandemic are reduced — the Church de-
mands to be able to resume its pastoral ac-
tion.”

The statement claims the Italian bishops 
had also presented their own guidelines 
and protocols for a transitional phase which 
would meet all health standards.

Public Masses throughout Italy have been 
suspended for nearly seven weeks after 
the Italian government issued a decree on 
March 8 suspending all public religious cer-

emonies, including funerals.
According to the prime minister’s April 

26 announcement, the easing of lockdown 
measures will allow retail stores, museums, 
and libraries to reopen beginning May 18, 
and restaurants, bars, and hair salons June 1.

Movement between Italian regions, with-
in regions, and within cities and towns is 
still prohibited except under strict cases of 
necessity.

In a letter of April 23, Cardinal Gualti-
ero Bassetti of Perugia, the president of the 
Italian Bishops’ Conference, wrote that “the 
time has come to resume the celebration of 
the Sunday Eucharist, and church funerals, 
baptisms and all the other sacraments, natu-
rally following those measures necessary to 
guarantee security in the presence of more 
people in public places.” — By Hannah 
Brockhaus, CNA

Italy’s bishops criticise state for keeping public Mass ban

VATICAN: Pope Francis sent a let-
ter encouraging Catholics to pray 
the Rosary throughout May. He also 

shared two new prayers to implore the help 
of the Virgin Mary during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

“Contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of 
Mary our Mother will make us even more united as a 
spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of 
trial,” Pope Francis said in a letter on April 25.

He urged families and individuals to “rediscover the 
beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the month of 
May,” which is traditionally a time of increased devo-
tion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

With his letter, the Pope included two prayers to Our 
Lady to recite at the end of the rosary, which he said 
he would also pray throughout May “in spiritual union 
with all of you.”

In the first prayer, Mary’s help is invoked “to conform 
ourselves to the will of the Father and to do what Jesus 
tells us.”

In the second, longer prayer, the Virgin Mary is asked 
to “turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coro-
navirus pandemic,” and her intercession is asked “that 
this great suffering may end and that hope and peace 
may dawn anew.”

The prayer asks for Mary’s comfort for those who 
mourn and for those who are anxious about the future, 
and prays for health care workers, scientists and nation-
al leaders.

The prayer also asks Mary to “be close to those who 
assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their 

pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to 
help and support everyone.”

“Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your 
children in distress and pray that God will stretch out 
his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible 
pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal 
course,” the prayer says.

In his letter, Francis said people can pray the Ro-
sary as a group or individually, whatever fits their 
situation best. “The key to doing this is always 
simplicity,” he underlined, adding that the Inter-
net is a good resource for finding prayers to fol-
low.

During May, it is a tradition to pray the Ro-
sary “at home within the family,” he said, 
noting that the restrictions of the COVID-19 
pandemic “have made us come to appreciate 
all the more this ‘family’ aspect, also from a 
spiritual point of view.”

Pope Francis concluded his letter by 
saying “I keep all of you in my prayers, 
especially those suffering most 
greatly, and I ask you, please, to 
pray for me.”

“I thank you, and with great 
affection I send you my bless-
ing.” — By Hannah Brockhaus, 
CNA

l Please see Page 9 
for the full text of the 
letter and prayers

Catholics urged to unite 
through praying the 
Rosary in May

 (CNS photo/Vatican Media)



The acclaimed public intellectual Noam 
Chomsky has often said that there are 
two crises facing humanity: the threat of 

nuclear war and the threat of climate change.
Already many are fleeing their homelands. 

“If people think there’s a migration crisis now, 
they haven’t seen anything,” Chomsky said.

But there is also a third threat facing human-
ity – species extinction due to the loss of our 
biodiversity. This loss of biodiversity is the di-
rect result of our model of economic “develop-
ment” – which has degraded, even destroyed, 
the ecosystems in many parts of the world. 

No wonder the Bishop of Rome, in his Earth 
Day message on April 22, has lamented that we 
have “failed in our responsibility to be guard-
ians and stewards of the earth”. 

“We have polluted it and we have despoiled 
it, endangering our very lives,” he added.

Gifts of God such as land, labour, human in-
genuity and capability have all been put to the 
service of production, which in turn serves the 
market. The fundamental problem is that we 
have deified the market.

It wasn’t always that way. The market was 
once embedded as part of human life but now 
the market has been glorified. We are now less 
a human society and more of a “market econo-
my”, before which we are expected to bow. 

This market has run out of control. It has pro-
moted excessive consumption and materialism, 
in the process tearing down forests and destroy-
ing rivers and seas. It has also unleashed a genie 
— the financialisation of the economy. 

This has led to the rise of global financial 
institutions, which rake in billions of ringgit in 
profits. These institutions facilitate the invest-
ment of excess capital in unproductive sectors 

such as speculation in high-end property devel-
opment and commodities, including food. 

The government now has to intervene. The 
market is already in free fall. The deity of “eco-
nomic growth” that we once heralded has now 
stung us like a scorpion’s tail. 

So, we must now promote solidarity and har-
monious living among all humans and with the 
ecosystem. 

Francis has called for a renewed sacred re-
spect for the earth, for “ecological conversion 
that can find expression in concrete actions”.

As the tragic coronavirus pandemic has 
taught us, “we can overcome global challenges 
only by showing solidarity with one another 
and by embracing the most vulnerable in our 
midst.”

Easier said than done! True, many Malay-
sians rallied to help others in our midst who 
were left hungry and stranded by the ongoing 
lockdown. Many donated or volunteered to 
help in the distribution of relief supplies. Others 
provided support for frontline staff dealing with 
this healthcare crisis. 

But when it came to helping migrants and 
refugees in desperate situations, our reactions 
were more mixed, even xenophobic.

In recent days, we have seen comments tar-

geted at refugees and migrant workers who are 
fleeing dangerous or desperate situations.

Sometimes, we forget that many of our own 
ancestors were once migrants and refugees. 
They fled unstable situations – war, famine, cli-
mate change, persecution. 

Jesus and his family were no different. When 
Jesus was born, Herod was reaching the end 
of his life and was increasingly erratic, even 
mentally ill. Upon his death, rebellions against 
Roman rule erupted, and the Romans brutally 
crushed these uprisings. 

Probably around 4 BC, Joseph, Mary and Je-
sus fled as refugees along the way of the sea to 
a safer sanctuary in Egypt, also under Roman 
rule. In Egypt they would have found a fairly 
sizeable Jewish community; it was a friendly 
neighbour of Judea. 

The journey would have been a gruelling one, 
along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, going 
through Gaza, then crossing the Sinai Desert 
into Egypt – all in all perhaps around 560km. 

Once it was safer, they returned to Judea, to 
find that it was under Herod’s son, Herod Ar-
chelaus, a violent ruler. When they discovered 
this, they journeyed north to Nazareth in Gali-
lee, which was then ruled by Archelaus brother, 
Herod Antipas. The entire return journey — 

perhaps around 640km.
It was not easy travelling this distance in those 

days. Imagine if the holy family had reached 
Egypt, only to be told they were not welcome 
and then forced back to the then violent region 
of Judea and Galilee. 

Clearly, Jesus and his family were refugees 
fleeing from violence and persecution. This is 
why we should express solidarity with refugees 
in today’s world, no matter where they are from. 
Who knows, one day, we too might be climate 
change refugees. How would we want others to 
treat us?

In any case, the principle of non-refoulement 
under international law requires that we not turn 
back refugees to situations that would endanger 
their lives. 

Some people see Jesus’ encounter with the 
Samaritan woman and his parable of the Good 
Samaritan as pointed barbs at racist attitudes 
towards foreigners, as they were different from 
the folks of Galilee. 

The central highland region of Samaria, sand-
wiched between Galilee in the north and Judea 
in the south, was seen as foreign territory, and 
many tried to avoid the place. 

Indeed, when the Assyrians conquered Sama-
ria, foreigners settled in that land and they inter-
married with locals, bringing their own ‘pagan’ 
gods. 

For a Jewish man to enter into a deep dia-
logue with a woman at the well was unheard of, 
and what was more, she was a Samaritan! 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, the 
tables were turned. Jesus turned the despised 
Samaritan foreigner into the ‘hero’ while the 
religiously upright were the uncaring villains of 
the piece.

Solidarity with the Earth, 
solidarity with the vulnerable

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

In much of the world, the animals belonging 
to various families are kept together in a large 

pen. This is particularly true regarding sheep.
Now, sheep all look alike, perhaps except to 

each other. So if there are 200 sheep in a pen, 
how is a shepherd able to pick out his 50 sheep? 
Actually, the sheep do the work. The shepherd 
just stands at the entrance of the pen and calls to 
his sheep, or perhaps he just sings to them. His 
sheep know his voice and follow him out. If he 
is going through the hills and comes across an-
other shepherd with his sheep going in the op-
posite direction, the sheep will mingle together. 
Each shepherd will just keep singing or calling, 
and the sheep will follow their master’s voice.

Jesus says that he is the Good Shepherd.  His 
sheep know his voice. We are His sheep.  We 
know His voice. We know if something we hear 
is coming from Him or from another source. 

We know this in many ways. First, we can 
tell if He is calling us to do something, or not 
do something through our conscience. We 
know right from wrong. We do not have to be 
moral theologians to know that people who 
post hurtful things about others on the Internet 
are doing something very wrong. We do not get 
our morality from civil law. We don’t judge the 
merits of something according to whether or 
not there is a law about it. Our civil laws must 
flow from our morality. Our morality should 
not be determined by our civil laws. A law may 
be needed to protect society, but right or wrong 
is not determined by the law; the Voice of God 
determines it. We also know that whether we 
are caught or not has nothing to do with wheth-
er something is right or wrong. For example, 
we might be driving in our neighbourhood and 
can see clearly enough that there are no police 
cars around.  But we don’t speed because there 
may be children outside playing, or folks cross-

ing the street in the middle of the block. We do 
not want to endanger the life of a little child or 
another person just because we are in a hurry. 
There is no law saying that we should look 
in on the elderly man two houses down who 
didn’t pick up his paper yesterday, but it is the 
right thing to do. Right or wrong is determined 
by conscience, not by law.

Sometimes people will say, “Catholic guilt” 
when we do not feel right about something we 
have done or not done. They act as though the 
Church is imposing guilt upon us. That is not 
true. Conscience is not imposed upon us from 
the outside. It is within us. A conscience com-
mitted to doing the right thing is itself the Voice 
of the Good Shepherd. Sure, other voices try to 
draw us away from that which is right, but we 
listen to the voice we need to follow.  What is 
imposed upon us from the outside is not guilt, 
what is imposed upon us is the immorality of a 
society that calls us to follow it instead of fol-
lowing the Voice of God.

Our conscience also speaks to us by con-
tinually asking us, “How well am I living 
my Christianity?” The Christian lives his or 
her Christianity in his or her daily life, in the 
home, at the workplace, in the world. Many of 
the young and the not so young make time to 
volunteer in our parish ministries for the poor 
and the homebound, the Pregnancy Centre, or 
in other ministries such as the Shepherd Centre, 
Hospice, the Cold Night Shelter, Project Hope, 
etc. You are acting on the voice you hear within 
you saying, “I have to do something to help out. 
I am only doing what a Christian must do as a 
Christian.”

Sometimes, we have to perk up our ears to 
hear the voice of the Good Shepherd. There are 
so many distractions in life that we have to lis-
ten closely to hear His voice. That is why we 

need to make time in our lives for daily prayer. 
Those prayers we say at night or in the morning 
every day give us the opportunity to hear His 
voice and to follow our Shepherd.

There are times, though, that we need help 
discerning the voice of the Lord. Life is compli-
cated. We often have to ask ourselves, “Is this 
coming from the Lord or from another source, 
like my pride or ambition, etc?” Jesus gave us a 
guide to answer this question.  He said, “Check 
the fruit.” Actually, he said, “By their fruit you 
will know them.” What are the long-range re-
sults of an action, or inaction? Are they good 
or bad? For example, people will say that there 
is nothing wrong with taking this or that drug. 
Look down the road apiece. Have people who 
have been doing this for years fallen into deeper 
problems? Have bad relationships been estab-
lished and good relationships been destroyed? 

We can still be confused though. Sometimes 
we need to meet with people who may have in-
sight into the best direction we should take in 
some given situation or other. So, we go to a 
priest or deacon, or a spiritual director. Maybe 
ask a question in confession or we make an ap-
pointment for a sit down. We do this to get help 
with sorting out the complications of life. This 
is what deacons and we priests do, and we are 
honoured that you share your concerns with us 
and are asking us to apply the Church’s teach-
ing to your situation. We may not have the an-
swers you seek immediately, but we do know 
where to look.

In the second part of the Gospel, Jesus adds 
that not only is He the Good Shepherd, He is 
the Sheep-gate. He is our protection against 

thieves and marauders who would steal and de-
stroy our souls. The New Testament proclaims 
that all who stay united in Christ will live for-
ever.  It makes no difference what other people 
attempt to do to us, no matter how they attack 
us. They cannot destroy that Life that He has 
given us, the Life we celebrate particularly at 
Easter-time. Nothing can destroy His Life. The 
Sheep Gate protects us from eternal death. Yes, 
we may even suffer from a terminal illness that 
is attacking our body but, like a dying 14 year 
old boy once told me, “Nothing can take Jesus 
from me.” We may be in a horrible family situ-
ation and be afraid for others and for ourselves, 
but with the Lord, the negativity can become a 
source of growth as we are determined to find 
a way to draw closer to the Lord through the 
negatives of our lives. Or perhaps, we suffer 
from some form of psychological problem. We 
may be in recovery but are continually battling 
the addiction. We do not fight alone. We fight 
with the Lord, who protects us from the terrors 
of life.   

Today’s Gospel forces us to ask ourselves, 
“Whose voice is it that I am following? Is it the 
voice of the immoral elements of our society? 
Is it the voice of the popular but self-absorbed? 
Or do I follow the voice of the Lord?”

As always, we pray today for the courage to 
be Catholic.  — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

4th Sunday of Easter
Readings: Acts of the Apostle 2:36-41;

1 Peter 2:20b-25;
Gospel: John 10:1-10

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings
Fourth Sunday of Easter: The Voice of the Lord
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Dear People of God
Easter greetings and joy for God’s 
Divine Mercy. 

Praise God that on May 6, 2020 
we will be celebrating our 27th An-
niversary as the People of God of 
the Diocese of Keningau.

Initially we planned to welcome 
this 27th anniversary on May 1, 
2020, which was to be hosted by 
the Church of St Anthony, Tenom. 
However due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and the subsequent 
Movement Control Order (MCO), 
we have to postpone our celebra-
tion. I thank you for your kind un-
derstanding especially the Pastors, 
Religious, MPP, WCL, PCC and 
Catechists of the Church of St An-
thony, Tenom.

Brothers and sisters, even though 
we are confined due to the MCO 
and are unable to gather as a com-
munity to celebrate our diocesan 
anniversary, compelled by our 
sense of unity and faithfulness, we 
can as individuals, families and as 
a community, express our gratitude 
to God for His continued protection 
of us.

As we celebrate the 27th anniver-
sary, as the People of God of the Di-

ocese of Keningau, I would like to 
invite all of us - Pastors, Religious 
and laity to:

a) Be always aware, united and 
take pride in our identity as 
“God’s people walking togeth-
er in Jesus Christ.”
b) Be committed to our Mis-
sion to “Be Steadfast in prayer, 
live out the Word of God, cel-
ebrate the Sacraments, live in 
the community, and strive for 
Peace, Justice, Love and Har-
mony of God’s Creation.”
c) Choose a life empowered 
by the Holy Spirit so that we 
are able to help one another to 
become a committed and effec-
tive community of God’s peo-
ple in serving His kingdom.
d) Be aware of the needs of 
our parish and the Diocese and 
thus contribute financially to 
the pastoral, administrative and 
other needs. We do not know 
how long the MCO will be in 
force and we are unable to cel-
ebrate Holy Mass or Sunday 
Worship. I sincerely hope that 
all of you can comprehend the 
situation and do keep in touch 

Keningau Diocese postpones 
diocesan anniversary celebration
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This 
column 

will 
feature 

the 
latest 
topics 
which 

are 
trending.
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Democracy is at risk in many parts of the world
“W      hen somebody is the President of 

the United States, the authority is 
total.”

President Trump uttered these words 
at a news conference on April 13. Who 
knows how much he meant them? They 
were a seeming inversion of recent parti-
san politics as well as a false reading of 
the US Constitution. As a friend of mine 
quipped, “In what world do we live where 
Democrats advocate for local and state 
authorities, and Republicans are for ex-
pansive national authority against states’ 
rights?”

But Mr. Trump may have spoken for 
many world leaders.

Around the world, governments are 
taking on new powers in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Elections have 
been postponed in at least 50 countries 
around the world. Governments have won 
expanded surveillance powers to monitor 
infected individuals in China, South Ko-
rea, Singapore and Israel. And there are 
new limits on freedom of speech (osten-
sibly to stop “disinformation” about the 
pandemic) in places like Hungary and 
Thailand. In Chile, Serbia and other coun-
tries, the military has been deployed to en-
force public order.

The temporary expansion of such pow-
ers is often necessary. Desperate times 
call for desperate measures, and even 
democracies sometimes need swift and 
robust responses from executive leaders 
and agencies. President Lincoln’s expan-
sion of executive power and actions, like 
the suspension of habeas corpus arguably 
saved the Union during the Civil War. But 
the violations of free speech and mass ar-
rests by the federal government during the 
“red scares” after World War I and World 
War II seem less defensible in retrospect.

There is rarely a guarantee that new 

powers will be ceded after a crisis is over, 
and in some cases, the crisis may be used as 
a pretence for long-desired moves toward 
authoritarianism. The most-discussed 
example during the pandemic has been 
Hungary’s Viktor Orban. The Hungarian 
prime minister is now essentially ruling by 
decree, with no oversight by the National 
Assembly and elections suspended indefi-
nitely. And some of the powers granted to 
him by the Assembly seem to have little to 
do with the public health crisis, including 
enhanced control over the press.

Safety or public health crises should not 
become a pretext to tear down democratic 
institutions and practices, but that is often 
precisely what they are used for. They are 
what some social scientists call “critical 
junctures”: moments of fluidity and un-
certainty when political actors can change 
institutions to their liking. In situations 
where the normal rules no longer seem to 
apply, the people in power can create their 
own rules.

It is admittedly hard to regulate when 
and how such emergency powers are 
used. By their very nature, such powers 
must often be broad and indeterminate. 
But we must define limits.

Carl Schmitt, a political theorist who 
supported the Nazi regime in Germany, 
is famous for his notion of a sovereign as 
“he who decides the exception.” This terse 
formula means that in moments of crisis, 
when the written rule of law is deemed 
inadequate for governance, the true sov-
ereign brushes aside the liberal trappings 
of separation of powers, parliamentary 
democracy and so forth. That is, a great 
leader can and must act, on his own will. 
His will is not bound by the law; it is the 
law.

But this theory, often called “decision-
ist” because of its emphasis on the deci-

sions of romanticised leaders, fetishises 
the will to the exclusion of reason — and 
especially the will of a strongman who 
seeks to remedy all the deficiencies, real 
and imaginary, of democracy. Such theo-
ries also normalise apocalyptic thinking: 
framing a theory of governance based 
upon the most extreme circumstances.

National governments should do what 
they think best in crises. This does not 
necessarily mean suspending democratic 
norms. Germany, for example, has been 
expanding testing for the coronavirus and 
vigorously enforcing social-distancing 
rules without having to give more policy-
making powers to Chancellor Angela 
Merkel. But when a crisis calls for giving 
a national leader wider latitude, oversight 
and electoral accountability are key.

Legislatures and courts should do what 
they can to supervise the executive’s use 
of expanded powers, such as imposing 
sunset provisions that require the regular 
reauthorisation of such powers. Looking 
to the post-pandemic future, they should 
investigate not only how those powers 
were used (or misused) but also how their 
countries can be better prepared for future 
pandemics.

But without such oversight, the truth 
of Mr Trump’s statement will come out. 
As the political scientist Greg Weiner said 
on Twitter, “The thing is, his authority is 
empirically absolute if Congress or, here, 
governors decline to exercise countervail-
ing power.”

Mr Weiner is pointing out the obvious: 
throughout US history, the presidency has 
grown in moments of crisis, most recently 
with the response after the attacks of Sept 
11, 2001, to terrorism, and at each step of 
the way, Congress has been most oblig-
ing, through statutory delegation or the 
failure to exercise its oversight role. And 

as Mr Weiner implies, a federal political 
system only works if state governments 
fight against the centralisation of power in 
Washington, DC. In other words, even if 
you disagree with some of the actions of, 
say, Gov Andrew Cuomo of New York, 
you should be grateful that he is offering 
a countervailing force to the national gov-
ernment.

That brings us to the most fundamen-
tal source of democratic accountability: 
voters. In nations with functioning demo-
cratic institutions, it will ultimately be up 
to voters to hold elected officials account-
able for their use of power. But while 
Westerners sometimes view voters as 
atomised individuals, in fact they are part 
of families, neighbourhoods, unions, par-
ishes and other civil society groups. These 
are the forms of social life that so many 
around the world have missed during the 
pandemic and, hopefully, the gradual end 
of social distancing will lead to their re-
newal. They will be needed to debate the 
policies enacted in response to the pan-
demic and to ensure that democratic val-
ues are restored and respected.

Recent decades have not been kind to 
democracy, and the pandemic threatens 
another rollback. It should be a clarion 
call for citizens around the world to take 
a more active role in the shifting fortunes 
of democracy in their countries and for in-
ternational actors to play a supporting role 
in places where the absence of effective 
civil rights and liberties prevent an active 
civil society. — By Bill  McCormick, SJ, 
America

l Fr Bill McCormick, SJ, is a contribut-
ing editor at America and a visiting as-
sistant professor at St Louis University in 
the departments of political science and 
philosophy.

with the parish and the Dio-
cese.
In our Pastoral Plan (2020 - 

2025) we have resolved to be 
committed to fulfilling our role 
as God’s people — pastors, reli-
gious, catechists, lay leaders, par-
ents, youth and children — with 
the spirit of unity, faithfulness and  
holiness of Jesus we will be able 
to realise our goal of “becoming a 
Community of Committed People 
serving Effectively in His King-
dom.”

To our dear Catechumens, we 
hope that you will be patient and 
persistent in your learning to know 
and love Jesus as you wait for your 

Baptism Day to be decided. 
In the meantime we will be cel-

ebrating our Anniversary on May 
3, which is the Sunday closest to 
May 6th during the 8.00am online 
streaming  of the holy Mass of the 
4th Sunday of Easter. Please pray 
for the 27th anniversary in your 
Adoration, Rosary Prayers, Divine 
Mercy prayers, etc, besides the Eu-
charistic Celebration.

Even though this celebration of 
our 27th anniversary will be sim-
ple, it is hoped that our spirit of To-
getherness we will remain strong, 
that we remain proud of our Iden-

tity,  committed to our Mission and 
remain focused on Christ Jesus, 
the Source, Reason and Purpose 
of this life even though it has been 
jeopardised by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Happy 27th Diocesan Anniversary. 

Kebahagiaan Adalah Kekitaan

+Bishop Datuk Cornelius Piong
Bishop of Keningau Diocese

April 25, 2020

Keningau Silver Jubilee celebration at the Cathedral of St Francis of 
Xavier, Keningau on May 5, 2018. (HERALD file pic)
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Parish Priest Fr Edwin Peter 
recorded a 2.5-minute video, 

with Daft Punk vibes, for the stu-
dents. He wished students and 
their families a Blessed Easter 
and reminded them that, although 
Easter was celebrated differently 
this year, everyone was still unit-
ed, loved and greatly missed. He 
also told them to thank the cate-
chists for their time and effort to 

connect with them and continue 
their classes despite challenging 
times. 

Maria Vethanayagan, the Par-
ish’s Catechetical Ministry Co-
ordinator, said catechists are ac-
tively conducting classes in three 
languages for students, from kin-
dergarten to Form Five, via either 
Zoom, Facebook Live (closed 
group) or WhatsApp group chats.

This transition is made possible 
by Andrew Dass, a senior cat-
echist, who conducts tutorial les-
sons for their catechists on ‘How 
to create online classrooms’.

“We use the Malaysian Catholic 
Studies as a guide, especially for 
the younger kids. The catechists 
send the day’s lesson ahead, so 
parents have time to discuss or go 
thorough before meeting online 
for an hour. We are very impressed 
with the support and participation 
by both parents and students,” 
said Maria.

Before Easter, the primary 
teachers linked the story of Noah 
and the Ark to the current COV-
ID-19 situation. Some children 
drew their homes as boats and 
explained how God was protect-
ing them and their families during 
this pandemic. The children also 
drew palm leaves to decorate their 

homes during Palm Sunday.
The next lesson, where Mary 

Magdalen looks for Jesus in the 
tomb, is also linked to COVID-19, 
to help relate Biblical stories to 
real-life scenarios.

The children were asked to re-
flect on how having a special altar 
at home and attending Masses in 

close quarters with family mem-
bers makes them feel and how 
different it will be when everyone 
can attend Mass in church again. 

The students have also written 
encouraging thank you notes for 
our front liners and taken pictures, 
which they intend to share online 
and with the media.

The drawback is that not all par-
ents are computer savvy or have 
enough devices or Internet con-
nection in a house with several 
school-going children.

“We staggered the class times 
over Saturday and Sunday to try 
and cater to everyone’s needs. We 
feel it is important to connect with 
the children, as they too may feel 
stressed, after being cooped up for 
long periods. 

“The catechists feel more con-
nected to their students now, as 
there is interaction throughout the 
week not just during classes on 
the weekends,” said Maria, who 
has been the coordinator for three 
years. 

Catechetical Ministry Coor-
dinator, Michael Dass, said 

he was on conference calls with 
his team this week to set up a 
standardised system for their 
catechists to adopt. 

“Our Parish Priest, Msgr Leon-
ard Lexson, is also concerned 
about our students’ faith journey, 
and that we keep regular contact 
with them and their parents. 

“When the MCO began, we 
used WhatsApp chat groups, 
Google classroom and emails to 
keep in touch with our students. 
The primary school catechists 
sent lessons and materials to 
parents and relied on them to 
help guide and execute it while 

the older students used interac-
tive platforms for their lessons. 
Post-Easter, we have a common 
system in place. One of our com-
puter-savvy catechists licenced 
a platform called Zoho for his 
classes, and the rest of us are im-
plementing it.

“We are lucky that almost half 
our catechists are under 25 years 
old, so they quickly grasped this 
new way of conducting classes,” 
said Michael.

To help maintain consistency 
and to cater to families with 
more than one child and limited 
devices, the class times are split 
over two days. Primary classes 
meet over staggered hours on 

Saturday afternoons, and the 
secondary students meet on Sun-
days.

At the beginning of the year, 
some catechists found that many 
students did not know basic de-
votional prayers like the Angelus 
or even the Hail Mary. So, their 
focus is that all students learn 
these prayers before year end. 

“A catechist said one of his 
primary students whose parent 
isn’t Catholic, helped set up the 
device and programme at home 
and the child was ready and wait-
ing by 8.45am for his 9.00am 
class. This kind of support from 
parents is encouraging, for both 
catechists and students.”

At the Church of St Francis 
Xavier in Petaling Jaya, 

Catechetical Coordinator Adrian 
Chan said they first started on-
line classes  for the First Holy 
Communicants, which are the 
Standard Three students, and 
secondary students in Forms 
Three, Four and Five, which is 
the Confirmation class.

The Standard Three students 
have offline lessons where ma-
terials are sent to parents to go 
through with the children. The 
catechists created assessments 

which students have to complete 
and return – to ensure the lessons 
were carried out.  

“We are working on lesson 
plans for our younger students. 
They are used to doing lots of 
arts and crafts during catechism 
and now it’s a bit difficult. The 
lower secondary students will 
start online classes soon,” said 
Adrian. 

The Form Five students 
meet via Zoom every Sunday 
at 10.00am, as they would in 
church, before the MCO.

Faith sharing still goes on

Christi Nathan, the coordinator, 
said he regularly posts materi-

als on catechetical sessions to pass 
on to its students. 

These materials are in four lan-
guages (English, Mandarin, Tamil 
and Bahasa) and are posted to 
the group chat either on Saturday 
evening or Sunday morning.

Christi said he received these 
materials from Dr Steven Selvara-
ju, from the Archdiocese of Kuala 
Lumpur.

On what the teaching was like, 
he said it was a balanced blend 

of passive and active learning, by 
getting students involved through 
reading materials, prayer (through 
Masses) and discussions of select-
ed materials.

“It is more like a question and 
answer format, and some are read-
ing materials for knowledge.

“There are also video movies 
related to Scripture, but these are 
from another group,” he said.

On top of that, SFDS church has 
also provided students with the 
link to Masses (online) in all four 
languages.

Andrew Dass, a catechist, guiding catechists through tutorials on online classrooms.

Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Jalan Peel

Cathedral of St John the Evangelist, KL

Church of St Francis de Sales, Sitiawan

Church of St Francis Xavier, PJ

Fr Edwin Peter recorded a video for  
his students.

An online class with Standard 6 students of St John’s Cathedral.

Some of the materials for the students.

St Francis Xavier Church Standard 4 zoom session.



despite the MCO
IPOH: Many parishes in Penang 
Diocese have already taken steps 
to continue and strengthen cat-
echism teaching during the pre-
sent Movement Control Order 
(MCO).

Having to stay alert by strength-

ening their catechism students 
during this MCO means the cat-
echists have to change their mode 
of teaching to either online apps, 
through parents or by using the 
Penang Diocese Catechetical 
Commission’s Facebook page, 

which is updated daily in matters 
pertaining to the Catholic faith.

Fr Mark Michael, the head of 
the Penang Diocese Catechetical 
Commission, has already sent out 
guidelines and options to all cat-
echists.

Parish priest Fr Robert Daniel 
has formed an ad-hoc team to 

coordinate the faith enhancement 
process during the MCO. 

According to John Paul Raja, 
a member of the special team 
called Lourdes Interactive Faith 
Enhancement (LIFE), a new team 
within the parish which intends to 
look beyond just catechism.

It will also reach out to all pa-
rishioners via online meeting plat-
forms.

This team will assist in the faith 
enhancement of the children till 
the end of the MCO.

“The tool being used is the Cisco 
Webex. Our parish priest, Fr Rob-
ert Daniel, very kindly invested in 
the tool to help us get the ball roll-
ing and he gave his blessings on 
this entire effort,” John Paul said.

The classes started on April 19, 
2020 by targeting the secondary 
school students first.

Each class would have two fa-
cilitators to interact with the stu-
dents.

The main goal is to keep in 
touch with the students and share 
the faith with them.

“A total of 88 students attended 
their respective classes on April 
19 and 117 students the following 
week.  

“It was a good start and we hope 
to see more joining as the weeks 
go by.

“While it may not replace the 
conventional classroom method, 

this is seen to be an alternative 
method the parish has undertaken 
to adapt to this new norm which 
has hit all of us.

“As we are unsure of how long 
we are to going to be confined at 
home, the LIFE team hopes to en-
gage the students and to share our 
faith with them,” said John Paul.

The catechists at the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes are using Cisco Webex 
for their online lessons with the students.
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Fr Mark Michael, Head of 
Penang Diocesan Catecheti-

cal Commission (PDCC), sent 
a message to all coordinators 
in April. Due to the MCO, cat-
echists are required to continue 
their mission in a new way. On-
line teaching had already begun 
in some parishes. However as 
not all parishioners have access 
to such technology, he  proposed 
four options that could be tak-
en up to address the situation.  

Option 1
The online teaching platform 
to be used by catechists to con-
nect with the children. Though 
Zoom is a free and popular plat-
form, it is vulnerable to bomb-
ing by uninvited intruders. So, 
we would like to recommend 
CISCO WIBEX (RM650 a 
year). If the parish is able to 
sponsor the programme, then 
all catechists will be able to 
go online and begin lessons. 

Option 2
YouTube has a lot of Catholic cat-
echetical materials. Please find 
possible videos or materials to 
assist children by posting to them 
every Sunday via WhatsApp or 
other social media platforms. 

Option 3
Parents are the primary cate-
chists and it is their fundamen-
tal duty to teach the faith. So, if 
parents can teach one chapter a 
week using the catechism text-
book, then catechesis will go on 
as usual.

Classes are taking place online 
through the Zoom online plat-

form once a week, with catechists 
sharing their materials and resourc-
es “live” with the students.

Coordinator Anne Ho shared that 
besides Zoom, catechists had also 
been communicating with students 

via WhatsApp by sharing questions 
and reflections with them.

“The parish CEC is currently col-
lecting feedback from families and 
studying all possibilities, for im-
provement and, moving forward, 
we hope to be able to set a dedicated 
time slot for catechism,” she said.

The parish has begun to con-
duct weekly catechism via 

WhatsApp by sharing of mate-
rials with assignments and re-
flections, shares its catecheti-
cal coordinator, Mariaselvam.

“Our future plan is to de-
velop our lesson plans by 
adapting the different themes 
based on the Gospel, which 
also helps our children to un-
derstand the readings better,” 
he said.

Mariaselvam added that 
catechists had also constantly 
communicated with parents, 
and they encouraged families 
to adapt a daily 8.00pm prayer 
session together.

Specific YouTube videos, quizzes 
and resources by PDCC are some 

of the methods being used by the par-
ish to continue educating catechism 
students during the MCO period.

“We encourage parents to cultivate 
the faith of their children, through 
sharing stories and prayers our chil-
dren can easily grasp and learn by 
heart,” said Bernadette Selva who is 
the catechetical coordinator.

Bernadette added that the parish’s 
catechists will be on standby to assist 
parents in faith formation through 
communication via WhatsApp.

Catechists are using WhatsApp 
to connect with their students.

According to its coordinator, 
Shirley George Wijemana, the cat-
echists give the students prayers to 
memorise through WhatsApp.

There are 34 students and seven 
catechists.

Although there are Orang Asli 
around Tanjung Malim, their chil-
dren do not attend catechism at the 
parish, but have their own classes 
at their villages.

For the younger ones, there are 

Bible stories in cartoon form, tak-
en from Youtube.

Once the children have read the 
Bible stories, they are asked ques-
tions on it.

There are also enquiries on their 
everyday life as well, for example, 
how they are coping during this 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“There is a connection between 
their spiritual life and the situation 
at home, so we ask these questions 
to find out how they are coping,” 
she said.

Philomena said the parish had 
chosen options 2, 3 and 4 of Fr 

Mark Michael’s proposals to teach 
during the MCO.

“We use Youtube because it has 
a lot of catechetical material, in-
cluding videos and teachings by 
Catholic catechists.

“The parents also help in pro-
moting the Catholic faith to their 
children during this time,” she 
said.

The parish also uses the Penang 
Diocese Catechetical Commis-
sion’s Facebook page, on faith to 
pass on to its students.

One of the lessons with the students using Zoom.

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Penang Church of the 
Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, Kulim, Kedah

Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, Ipoh

Church of the Sacred Heart, Kampar

Church of the Holy Redeemer, Tanjung Malim

Church of the Risen Christ, Penang

Fr Mark Michael

Risen Christ parish is using resources provided by Dr Steven Selvaraju on 
his YouTube channel.

Through a network of Whatsapp 
groups, the catechists are com-

municating to parents and children 
with daily updates of church news 
and circulars from the parish.

Mandarin catechist Valerie Ai-
lin Leo said that for Holy Week, 
the children were also given quiz-
zes and activities to be completed 
with their parents.

Church of St Anne, Bukit Mertajam

Material used for the Chinese section.

l Continued next week

Option 4
The Penang Diocese Catecheti-
cal Commission’s Facebook, is 
updated  daily in matters pertain-
ing to faith. This also is avail-
able for catechetical purposes.  

Sharing further, Fr Mark said that 
the early Church managed very 
well with just oral presentations 
to share the Good news. They 
had no technological means or 
framework to share the faith in 
those days. So, technical devices 
are not a must.

“In looking at our present situ-
ation today, our parents can help 
catechists by playing their role by 
being the primary catechists for 
our children at home,” he said.

Fr Mark said that the PDCC is 
communicating closely with the 
Malaysian Catechetical Commis-
sion in monitoring developments 
relating to the Movement Control 
Order and further steps or guide-
lines for catechetical formation.

“At present, we are open to 
new proposals; and we invite 
parishes to share with us their 
ideas or resources to assist one 
another,” he said.

Four oPtions For ParisHes to use



NILAI: When the Movement Con-
trol Order (MCO) first started, the 
parishioners of the Church of St 
Theresa sent groceries amounting 
to RM1,600 through the Parish In-
tegral Human Development Min-
istry (PIHDM) to the two migrant 
communities nearby which have 
about 80 people.  

Parish Priest Fr Eugene Ben-
edict personally sent three batches 
of groceries, mostly vegetables, as 
well as milk powder for the infants 
and children.

In the second week, the Associa-
tion of Indonesian Catholics based 
in St Anthony’s Church came by to 
send groceries to one group.

“We also requested help from 
the Indonesian Embassy, which 
sent aid to one group,” shared Fr 
Eugene.

“Through the PIHDM and some 
of the BECs, we made contact with 
the Seremban Welfare Depart-

ment. Names of 46 families from 
around Nilai were submitted,” he 
added.

Within a week, groceries esti-
mated at RM38 were sent to them.

Due to the long duration of the 
MCO, a second round of distribu-
tion was sent to those in need. An-
other will be sent after that.

“We were informed by the Wel-
fare Department that those receiv-

ing PBN will not be receiving help.
“I am happy that there are fami-

lies who have offered help to mi-
grants in their neighbourhood,” he 
added.  

Fr Eugene has also asked the 
BECs to pool their Lenten Cam-
paign collections and use them for 
this purpose pending the final col-
lection money in the church after 
the MCO. 

Fr Eugene then shared one of 
the concerns of the migrants. “One 
group of migrants has yet to re-
ceive their allowances/salaries. 
Their bosses have not come, nor 
are they answering their hand-
phones.”

To help them in their spiritual 
growth, the daily readings are 
posted together with a Bible study. 
A hymn to the Holy Spirit, based 

on the reading of the day is also 
sent as a preparation for Pentecost.

One group follows the weekly 
live streaming, while the other 
does the dry Mass among them-
selves.

They meet more often during 
the week for prayer and post re-
cordings of the chanting of their 
psalms. These are shared as a 
means to encourage others.

St Theresa’s Church, 
Nilai, helping the migrants

Some of the food items donated to the poor.
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KOTA KINABALU: Archbishop 
John Wong has decided to cancel 
the Archdiocesan Kaamatan Festi-
val celebration this year due to the 
uncertainty caused by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

The bi-annual festival was sched-
uled to have been held on May 26 
at the Church of the Holy Nativity 
Terawi.

Although the Movement Control 
Order is extended until May 12, it 
is best that the people still practise 
social distancing. “It is for the com-
mon good that the people stay at 
home to break the chain of the virus 
infection,” the Archbishop asserted.

In his message to the Archdi-
ocesan faithful, he shared that 
the theme chosen for this year’s 
Kaamatan is Living out the purity 
of culture in the family to continue 
the Mission of Christ.

“The theme implies that to con-
tinue the mission of Christ, the fam-
ily is called to live out a culture that 
is not adulterated,” explained the 

Archbishop.
He underlined, “The mission of 

Christ is to save the world from the 
virus called sin which has upset the 
beauty of creation … and we see 
the consequences of sin in today’s 
world.

“If culture is defined as ‘the ide-
as, customs, attitudes and social be-
haviour of a society or a particular 
people’, then we can say that right 

from the Fall of our first parents, 
human culture has been adulterated 
by sin because humankind can no 
longer relate properly,” he added.

To continue the mission of Christ, 
Archbishop Wong maintained that 
the key word for ‘purity of culture’ 
in the family is Love. He touched 
on Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI’s 
encyclical Deus caritas est (God is 
love), which differentiates ‘agape’ 
from ‘eros’.

“The former is sacrificial love 
while the latter is self-centred love. 
To move from eros to agape, we 
must first recognise that God is love 
… If He loves us unconditionally, 
we in turn should love others … un-
conditionally,” he elaborated.

Therefore, as Kaamatan ap-
proaches, the Archbishop urges 
everyone to find time to examine 
this ‘purity of culture’ in the family.

“Do we give time to each other 
at home? Do we speak and listen 
with love? Do we allow media to 
replace our personal touch? Are our 
ideas, attitudes, customs and social 
behaviour at home and in society 
motivated by agape or eros?” he 
asked.

In the uncertain time of COV-
ID-19, the Archbishop said, we 
may see the fear and suffering of 
family brought about by the pan-
demic as a blessing in disguise.

“While the fear of COVID-19 
has given us the opportunity to stay 
at home, let us proactively make 
use of the time to purify our fam-
ily culture,” he suggested. As he 
called on the faithful to make this 
a resolution, Archbishop Wong 
cherished the hope that Kaama-
tan this year would have a deeper 
impact on our culture. — By                                           
Linda Edward, CS

KK Archdiocese cancels Kaamatan 
Festival in the face of COVID-19

Archbishop John Wong

The Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Joseph Marino(who is now the Pontifical 
Ecclesiastical Academy) and Archbishop John Wong harvesting the paddy 
during Kaamatan Festival last year. (CS photo)

The migrant communities receiving some groceries from the Church of St Theresa, Nilai.

“I’m very thankful that I get to 
spend my time during the MCO 

at home especially with my children, 
husband and my mother-in-law. 

“Daily family prayer is one thing 
that connects us, and I feel so thank-
ful to God for this time. 

“I get to spend my time cooking 
a variety of food which my fam-
ily requests. I’ve also learnt to cook 
some great cuisine, which my family 
members appreciate very much. Dur-
ing this time, I’ve also grown closer 
to my mother-in-law by listening to 
stories about her younger self, which 
I’ve never had the opportunity to sit 
and listen to before this. I’ve also 
been helping my children with their 
studies online, together with my hus-
band. 

“We’ve also found the time to play 
childhood games together, something 
we never had time for before this 

“It is unfortunate that COVID-19 
has affected many people, but it also 
gives many of us the opportunity to 
do things we never did before. This 
has allowed me to do what I love to 
do with my family too. 

“This MCO has also allowed me 
to ease myself physically and men-
tally from all the work stress, and to 
save a lot of money from unnecessary 
spending. 

“This is what COVID-19 has 
taught me while staying home with 
my family and loved ones. 

“Have a blessed day.” —                    
Jennie Joseph, Church of St Jude, 
Gopeng

Doing the things I love

Nine-year-old Ian Kim 
from the Cathedral of 

the Sacred Heart, Johor Bah-
ru (pic inset) uses his lego set 
to show the procession into 
church for Mass. “The altar 
servers are carrying Jesus’ 
cross and the two candles. 
The lector is carrying the 
Book of the Gospel and at 
the back is the Pope with the 
cassock and head gear,” he  
excitedly tells his mum, Pa-
tricia Ting. 

Missing the Mass
Laity share their thoughts on:



JAKARTA: Activists are appealing 
for food donations to help thou-
sands of cash-strapped university 
students living in rented accommo-
dation in and around the Indonesian 
capital Jakarta.

The students are going hungry 
because they cannot afford to buy 
food amid social distancing restric-
tions to curb the COVID-19 pan-
demic, while the Ramadan fasting 
month is also limiting access to 
food.

Antonius Hurung, from the 
Young Patriot Movement of East 
Nusa Tenggara (Garda NTT), 
which is organising aid efforts, 
said the appeal was in response to 
reports about thousands of students 
who had run out of food.

“They chose to stay in their rented 
accommodation as the government 
has prohibited people from travel-

ling. But they are now threatened 
with starvation,” he said April 27.

He said there were at least 2,000 
students that he knew of in need 
of food but the true number was 
almost certainly much higher. He 

said the group was still collecting 
information on how many students 
needed help.

Since the initiative was an-
nounced, the group had received 
nearly a ton of rice and instant noo-

dles from donors. “We plan to dis-
tribute the food directly to them,” 
Hurung added.

The group also appealed to the 
government to provide help. “They 
have followed the government’s 
[COVID-19] directives, so the gov-
ernment has an obligation to meet 
their needs in these difficult times,” 
he said.

Firminus Kleofas Abu, a tour-
ism student from Flores who lives 
in central Jakarta, said he is having 
difficulty finding food.

“Vendors are a rarity these days, 
especially during Ramadan where, 
during daytime, almost no one sells 
food,” he said. “We are also afraid 
to go out as Jakarta has a high num-
ber of infections.”

Abu said he stayed in the capi-
tal to obey the government’s travel 
restrictions and was still studying 

through distance learning.
Garda chairman, Wilfridus Yons 

Ebit, called for people in society to 
work together and help each other 
to alleviate the difficulties in this 
critical time. “Let’s get together 
through this difficult time by mak-
ing sure no one cries out in hunger,” 
he said.

On April 24, the Jakarta city gov-
ernment announced the extension 
of social restrictions until at least 
mid-May.

All passenger flights have also 
been cancelled until June 1, while 
all passenger train services have 
been halted until at least June 15.

As of April 27, Indonesia had re-
corded 8,882 coronavirus cases and 
743 deaths, with Jakarta having the 
highest number of cases with 3,798 
infections and 353 deaths. — By 
Ryan Dagur, ucanews.com

Activists of the Young Patriot Movement of East Nusa Tenggara (Garda NTT) 
collect food donations. (UCA News photo)
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PHNOM PENH: “Our heart is 
turned and entrusted to Our Lady of 
Smiles, amid the rice fields of Cam-
bodia,”  amid the emergency to curb 
the coronavirus infection, said Bish-
op Olivier Schmitthaeusler, Apostol-
ic Vicar of Phnom Penh, the capital. 

As of April 27, Cambodia had 
a total of 122 reported cases of the 
infection with 119 recoveries and no 
deaths. 

However, the government has 
taken aggressive action against the 
spread of the disease, closing down 
and restricting several sectors in 
stages since March 7. Religious 
gatherings and public activities have 
been banned by the Ministry of 
Health and schools have been closed 
until further notice.

“The Catholic Church in this 
context has tried to organise itself 
creatively and proactively. All the 
gatherings in our communities: 
masses, common prayers, meetings, 
seminars are suspended and all our 
schools are closed, but the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Phnom Penh has 
been very active in trying to con-
tinue pastoral service,” said Bishop 

Schmitthaeusler.
The bishop established a special 

‘COVID-19 task force’ on March 19 
with representatives from the vari-
ous sectors of the Apostolic Vicari-
ate.   

Catholics began celebrating Mass 
on Sundays and the daily rosary 
streamed live on Facebook and You-
Tube. The vicariate’s social commu-
nications service is open 24 hours a 
day to allow the faithful to come in 
communion with their community 
since no more than four persons can 
physically come together for church 
services.

The apostolic vicar has asked 
every priest to live in a community 
of the vicariate to celebrate the sacra-
ments, certainly without the faithful, 
saying this presence is precious and 
is a sign of concrete closeness to the 
people of the villages.

Bishop Schmitthaeusler himself 
does not live in the bishop’s house 
but has temporarily moved to the 
parish of Our Lady of Smiles, where 
he was parish priest earlier for 10 
years. 

The parish is home to the largest 

Cambodian community in the Apos-
tolic Vicariate, as well as a large part 
of the education and development 
programmes.

“I celebrated the Paschal Triduum 
which was broadcast with whatever 
facilities were available in the mid-
dle of the rice fields,” the bishop 
proudly recounts.

The schools of the Apostolic Vi-
cariate of Phnom Penh have also set 
up online courses for students from 
primary to high school.  St. Paul’s 
Institute is also planning to start a 

complete distance education pro-
gramme for students. Online training 
has also been set up for kindergarten 
teachers, the bishop said.

The Church’s charity is also very 
active, says the bishop.  Its charity 
and development “Alliance”, made 
up of Catholic charities, religious 
congregations, offices and bodies 
working especially in healthcare, 
Catholic education and social ser-
vice sectors, the bishop says, is very 
active and is preparing for the post-
COVID 19 era.

“We are distributing food, soap 
and face masks for the needy,” Bish-
op Schmitthaeusler says, adding, 
the COVID-19 will leave lasting ef-
fects on the most vulnerable. There 
will be people without jobs, soaring 
debts and closed businesses. “In the 
name of the risen Jesus Christ,” he 
says, the Church’s social services 
and charities will be able to serve the 
needy. 

Seventy catechumens were sched-
uled to receive Baptism at the Easter 
Vigil Mass but could not because of 
the coronavirus emergency. “May 
they remain strong in faith in this 
time of trial,” the bishop prayed, 
hoping they will be able to receive it 
sacrament in the joy of the Spirit on 
Pentecost Sunday. 

Cambodia has some 20,000 Cath-
olics, forming just 0.13 per cent of 
its some 16 million population that 
is about 97 per cent Buddhist.  There 
are no dioceses but three ecclesiasti-
cal jurisdictions – the Apostolic Vi-
cariate of Phnom Penh and the Ap-
ostolic Prefectures of Battambang 
and Kompong Cham. — By Robin 
Gomes, Vatican News

A Church among the people despite COVID-19

Thousands of students in Jakarta face food shortage

BAGHDAD: Parish priests in 
Baghdad have decided to donate 
their salaries to help the poor and 
the people most affected by the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. The 
money will be added to the thou-
sands already allocated by the 
Chaldean patriarchate for this pur-
pose.

The decision came at the end 
of a meeting between the priests, 
the primate Cardinal Louis Raph-
ael Sako, and auxiliary bishops 
Shemon Warduni and Basil Yaldo.

During the meeting, the cardinal 
and the priests discussed recent 
developments in the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Chaldean primate reiterated 
the need to respect social distanc-

ing in churches, and to uphold 
government health directives and 
lockdowns to counter the spread of 
the novel coronavirus.

To this end, all group activities 
within the parishes remain sus-
pended until further notice, includ-
ing catechism and activities for 
youth.

Cardinal Sako also noted that the 
Chaldean Church plans to further 
use the Internet and social media 
to keep in touch with the faithful.

“Educational and religious pro-
grammes” will be offered, without 
forgetting the needs and require-
ments of the daily lives “of fami-
lies facing hardships in such diffi-
cult times”.

In a plea to the Christian com-

munity, the patriarch stressed that 
“at this historical and fateful time, 
all Iraqis must put aside their per-
sonal struggles and interests” in 
order to promote “shared action 
and solidarity against the common 
enemy” that threatens lives, the 
economy and social and religious 
relations.

According to official sources, 
Iraq has 1,928 cases of the coro-
navirus with 90 deaths and 1,319 
people recovered.

However, medical sources and 
independent analysts have criti-
cised the official toll; what is more, 
in recent weeks, some doctors 
have been targeted by police for 
reporting three times more cases. 
— AsiaNews/Agencies

All the priests in the Baghdad capital have decided to donate the money to the 
neediest. (Asianews photo)

Baghdad priests to donate salaries to 
the poor and to COVID-19 victims

Workers in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, being screened for coronavirus infection.  
(Vatican News/ANSA)



Bishops of  Asia join calls 
for global ceasefire

Church without borders – a Zambian parish reflects on the use of social media

Survey finds people praying more since virus lockdown

YANGON: The Bishops of Asia have joined 
the call of the United Nations Secretary 
General, Antonio Guterres, and Pope Fran-
cis, for a global ceasefire in the face of the 
unprecedented threat of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Cardinal Charles 
Maung Bo (pic), 
Archbishop of Yan-
gon and President 
of the Federation of 
Asian Bishops’ Con-
ference (FABC), 
said in a statement 
that they were call-
ing for “an end to 

hostilities worldwide”. Without cessation of 
fighting everywhere, “the suffering of many 
will be prolonged the world over and heal-
ing delayed indefinitely.”

The Cardinal said: “The whole planet is 
in crisis. The pandemic’s consequences are 
catastrophic for public health and for social 
and economic life. If we truly wish Myan-
mar to emerge a united, peaceful, prosper-
ous people, now is the time for speedy, 
aggressive, respectful decision. Now is the 
time for wise, coherent, future oriented ac-
tion. This is no time to escalate conflict but 
to end the disease of war that is devastating 
our world.”

The message takes up the words addressed 

by Pope Francis who, visiting Myanmar in 
2017, recalled that “conflicts are not re-
solved through war and antagonism, and 
differences must be overcome through dia-
logue and a constructive search for peace.”

Referring to Myanmar, the Archbishop of 
Yangon said: “Myanmar’s national and eth-
nic group leaders are able to choose between 
the path that seeks trust and cooperation for 
the good of all and so unite the nation,” but 
he notes that “heightened military opera-
tions, by whatever sides, contradict all these 
enlightened initiatives. Civilians are endan-
gered, even by bombardments purportedly 
aimed at military targets. An economy under 
severe strain is put at risk by military adven-

tures. Any spike in contagion in IDP camps, 
among detained persons, or in crowded 
spaces, gravely threatens the surrounding 
populations as well.”

“The fury of the virus illustrates the mad-
ness of war,” the Cardinal said, quoting An-
tonio Guterres.

The message praises nations in vari-
ous parts of the world that have already 
responded positively to the call for peace, 
such as Cameroon, the Philippines, Yemen 
and Syria. It urges all “armed groups to lay 
down their arms and arm themselves with 
sincerity and truth” and take “the most dif-
ficult path of overcoming differences face to 
face with courage and intelligence.” — ICN

LUSAKA: “Definitely, the COVID-19 crisis 
has brought about many negatives. The coro-
navirus is a terrible disease that needs to be 
eradicated. However, the crisis has shockingly 
led us onto a path we never contemplated just 
a few weeks ago. With COVID-19, we sud-
denly had to start streaming the Eucharist 
live on Facebook. We also suddenly had to 
increase content on social media and prepare 
for Easter celebrations and events that would 
be streamed live. All Churches in Zambia are 
closed, and the government is encouraging 
people to stay at home. In our Cathedral par-
ish, the rate of social media adoption and ac-
ceptance by the parishioners came like manna 
from heaven,” observed the Cathedral Admin-
istrator, Fr Mulasikwanda.

Necessity is the mother of invention. The 
Cathedral parish was woefully unprepared for 
live streaming and an increase in social media 
content. They did not have the needed equip-
ment.

“So far, we only have my phone — a smart-
phone, small laptop microphone and a sec-
ond-hand tripod borrowed from a parishioner. 
These have so far served us well, though with 
much struggle. Funds allowing, we would like 
to acquire the correct video capturing cam-
eras and good microphones. Due to budget 
constraints, we have also been reliant on free 
Internet software. Our experience in the par-
ish has taught us that the in-built free software 
for audio and video, provided for by Face-
book and WhatsApp, is often limited, in terms 
of functionality. That software is meant for 
home videos and so on. As a result of the lack 
of good equipment, the audio quality of our 
live Mass is often compromised. Parishioners 
have been understanding, but we cannot take 

their patience for granted,” Fr Mulasikwanda 
said.

Fr Mulasikwanda says, “In today’s world, 
people need to see what they hear! Given our 
limitedness and the circumstances surround-
ing our parish, we make do with what we have 
as we slowly seek to improve, both on content 
and the technology used,” he said.

“Aware of the fact that to stream live spirit-
ual events is costly on data, some parishioners 
have even made modest donations and con-
tributions, for the acquisition of data. There 
are many good people in our parish,” noted Fr 
Mulasikwanda

The Cathedral parish actually already had 
a Facebook and WhatsApp page managed by 
a small team of young people supervised by 
the Cathedral Administrator himself. Initially, 
these two platforms were mostly for parish 
administrative announcements and the oc-
casional reflection. Now, they are constantly 
being updated with content such as Scripture 
readings, video and audio reflections and up-

lifting messages. The parish continues to use 
them also for announcements and other useful 
messages. Daily streaming of Mass is now an 
important feature that is drawing in many fol-
lowers.

 “People on this side of our world appreciate 
and use Facebook and WhatsApp the most. 
These two seem to be quite easily accessible 
and available, across all classes of people: 
men and women, boys and girls, senior citi-
zens and the young, all seem to like Facebook 
and WhatsApp. As a pastoral worker, manag-
ing the Cathedral of St Theresa’s in Living-
stone Diocese, Zambia, I have noticed, with 
delight how parishioners appreciate the exist-
ence of their official parish Facebook account 
and WhatsApp page,” observed Fr Mulasik-
wanda.

“We have had the chance to ask many of our 
parishioners for their feedback. The response 
has been overwhelming. To give you an ex-
ample: A parishioner, Anthony Ranjan, who 
is a Certified Chartered Accountant, told us, 

‘Father, thanks a lot for the creation of these 
tools. We appreciate them a lot. They are help-
ing us to follow daily Mass from our homes. 
Thank you again for the Daily Bible Reflec-
tions.’ Another lady, Hilda Tembo, a parish-
ioner from a nearby parish, sent us a message 
about our Facebook page, ‘We thank you for 
creating the page. It is not only for parishion-
ers of your parish. Even us, we are following 
you. Yesterday (Easter Vigil) when the church 
bell was rung during the Gloria, my family 
and I came out of the house, we sung along 
and danced. Father may God bless you.’ Moba 
Mulenga said this about our Facebook live 
Mass, ‘We appreciate the Mass. We only need 
to improve on the audio output. You know 
there is too much echo in an empty church.’ 
There are several of our parishioners who hold 
similar sentiments about the two social media 
platforms of our parish. Many love the spir-
itual nourishment and the interconnectedness 
that these tools have created,” Fr Mulasik-
wanda said.

When asked what he would say to other 
parish priests or ministers who feel a little in-
timidated, challenged or reluctant to embrace 
social media for evangelisation, Fr Mulasik-
wanda had this to say:

“The comments from our followers has 
made us aware that we have created a Church 
without borders, without boundaries. The 
people of God hunger for the Word of God 
during these challenging moments. Every 
minister of religion, who positively uses so-
cial media, certainly does not have a limited 
audience. You never know where the Spirit 
blows. Through social media, parishioners are 
being evangelised, catechised and sanctified. 
— Vatican News

IRELAND: A new poll from Amarach Re-
search, commissioned by The Iona Institute, 
looks at how religious practice is taking place 
during the lockdown. It has found that 27 per 
cent of the public have watched or listened to 
at least one religious service during the cur-
rent period. Eighteen per cent are praying 
more than they usually would.

The survey also finds that 85 per cent be-
lieve we will value family more after the 
lockdown and 75 per cent think we will value 
the elderly more.

Thirty-one per cent believe we will be 
‘more spiritual’.

A more detailed look highlights some un-
expected findings. For example, 24 per cent 
of 18-24 year olds are saying they are pray-
ing more than usual. This is the same as for 

over 55s, but far higher than the age groups in 
between. Just nine per cent of 25-34 year olds 
say they are praying more than they normally 
would.

Some 37 per cent say they are praying 
about the same as usual, while 43 per cent 
say they don’t pray. Two per cent say they are 
praying less than usual.

The poll (conducted in the first and second 
weeks of April) finds that 15 per cent of those 
aged 18-24 have watched at least one reli-
gious service in the current period. This rises 
to 44 per cent among the over 55s.

Commenting on the findings, Brendan Con-
roy of The Iona Institute said: “It is encourag-
ing that so many people are still taking part in 
religious services in whatever way they can 
during the current unprecedented situation. 

Weekly church attendance figures in Ireland 
are about 30 per cent and so the 27 per cent 
who are tuning into religious services online, 
or via TV or radio, is about the same as that. 
In other words, they are doing their best still 
to take part in communal acts of worship.”

He continued: “It is also good to see that 
almost one in five people are praying more. 
This is a natural religious reaction in a time 
of crisis. For example, you are more likely to 
pray for your loved ones.”

Brendan said: “It is also obvious from the 
survey that people are using this time to take 
stock. The fact that 85 per cent think we will 
value family more after this, 75 per cent say 
we will value the elderly more, and 31 per 
cent think society will become more spiritual 
also indicate this.” — ICN

Joseph Phiri, a youth at St Theresa’s Cathedral, Livingstone, Zambia setting up for live streaming 
of the Eucharist. (Vatican News photo)
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Young man praying. (Stock photo/Yaa)
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Letter of His HoLiness PoPe francis to tHe faitHfuL  for tHe montH of may 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The month of May is approaching, a 
time when the People of God express, 
with particular intensity, their love and 
devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It 
is traditional in this month to pray the 
Rosary at home within the family. The 
restrictions of the pandemic have made 
us come to appreciate all the more this 
“family” aspect, also from a spiritual 
point of view.

For this reason, I want to encour-
age everyone to rediscover the beauty 
of praying the Rosary at home in the 
month of May. This can be done either 
as a group or individually; you can de-
cide according to your own situations, 
making the most of both opportunities. 
The key to doing this is always simplic-
ity, and it is easy also on the Internet to 
find good models of prayers to follow.

I am also providing two prayers to 
Our Lady that you can recite at the end 
of the Rosary, and that I myself will 
pray in the month of May, in spiritual 
union with all of you. I include them 
with this letter so that they are available 
to everyone.

Dear brothers and sisters, contem-
plating the face of Christ with the heart 
of Mary our Mother will make us even 
more united as a spiritual family and 
will help us overcome this time of trial. 

I keep all of you in my prayers, espe-
cially those suffering most greatly, and 
I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank 
you, and with great affection I send you 
my blessing.

Rome, St John Lateran, April 25, 2020
Feast of St Mark the Evangelist

Pope Francis

“We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation, 
when the whole world is prey 
to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you,
Mother of God and our Mother, and seek 
refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes 
towards us amid this coronavirus 
pandemic. Comfort those who are 
distraught and mourn their loved ones who 
have died, and at times are buried in a way
that grieves them deeply. Be close to those 
who are concerned for their loved ones 
who are sick and who, in order to prevent 
the spread of the disease, cannot be close 
to them. Fill with hope those who are 
troubled by the uncertainty of the future 
and the consequences for the economy
and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, 
pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, 
that this great suffering may end and that 
hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead 
with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, 
so that the families of the sick and the 
victims be comforted, and their hearts be 
opened to confidence and trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, health 
workers and volunteers who are on the 
frontline of this emergency, and are risking 
their lives to save others. Support their 
heroic effort and grant them strength, 
generosity and continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night 
and day, and to priests who, in their 
pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, 
are trying to help and support everyone.
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men 

and women engaged in scientific research, 
that they may find effective solutions to 
overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with 
wisdom, solicitude and generosity, they 
may come to the aid of those lacking the 
basic necessities of life and may devise 
social and economic solutions inspired by 
farsightedness and solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, 
so that the enormous funds invested in 
developing and stockpiling arms will 
instead be spent on promoting effective 
research on how to prevent similar
tragedies from occurring in the future.

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we 
are all members of one great family and to 
recognize the bond that unites us, so that, 
in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we 
can help to alleviate countless situations of 
poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, 
persevering in service, constant in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, 
embrace all your children in distress 
and pray that God will stretch out his 
all-powerful hand and free us from this 
terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely 
resume its normal course.

To you, who shine on our journey as a 
sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust 
ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet 
Virgin Mary. Amen.

O Mary,
You shine continuously on our journey

as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, 

Health of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross,

were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.

“Protectress of the Roman people”,
you know our needs,

and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return

after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform ourselves 
to the will of the Father

and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering,
and burdened himself with our sorrows

to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.

Amen.
We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;

Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,

but deliver us always
from every danger,

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin

Pray the Rosary everyday

First Prayer

Second Prayer

KUALA LUMPUR: 
Archbishop Julian Leow 
has invited the people 
of God to join him in 
praying the Rosary on 
Wednesdays at 7.00pm.

“The month of May is 
approaching, a time when 
the People of God express 
with particular intensity, 
their love and devotion 
for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. I want to encourage everyone to rediscover 
the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the 
month of May,” he said in a message to the people.

After inviting the people to join him either indi-
vidually or as a group, he also asks for everyone to 
pray for him and for all the clergy and religious too.

He assured them that he will keep everyone in his 
prayers, especially those suffering most greatly.

Join Archbishop          
Julian Leow in 

praying the Rosary on 
Wednesdays at 7.00pm 

KUALA LUMPUR: The resurrection 
of Jesus was indeed a time of many new 
experiences in the early Church. In our 
present time, the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the MCO have brought about new 
ideas and instances where the faithful 
had the opportunity to experience the 
early Church’s model of life, post Res-
urrection and Ascension of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. This was experienced in our 
own respective homes during the Holy 
Week Triduum.  On the 19th of April 
Saturday, the BECCOT Chairman of 
Sacred Heart Church, James Prakesh, 
initiated a Rosary relay for all the BECs 
of the parish to pray the rosary in turn 
from their respective homes. 

Thirty-two BECs responded and 
were each given a 15-minute slot to 
pray the rosary at their BEC allocated 
time throughout the day. This was more 
of a reunion for family members to 
recite the rosary together which many 
may have forgotten or missed due to 
various reasons. The phrase,  “the fam-
ily that prays together stays together,” 
has indeed been given a new breath of 
life. 

All the Mysteries are closely connect-
ed to Jesus’ life. The Joyful Mysteries 

focus on Mary’s willing acceptance of 
her role in God’s plan of salvation and 
the birth of Our Saviour, the Sorrow-
ful Mysteries deal with Jesus’ passion 
and death on the Cross, the Glorious 
Mysteries focus on Jesus’ resurrection 
and ascension and the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, and Mary’s Assumption 
and coronation as Queen of Heaven. 
The Luminous Mysteries are a gift of 
St Pope John Paul II in 2002. These 
Mysteries of Light focus on Jesus’ min-
istry, from his baptism to his institution 
of the Eucharist.

More and more has it struck my mind 
that this Rosary relay initiative among 
the BECs has strengthened our spiritual 
practices and union while being physi-

cally apart.  
This is an assurance for me to not 

lose my bond with the BECs which 
are mini churches grown through faith, 
hope and love via a circumstantial new 
way of being church. I have never 
thought of it in this manner until this 
idea of the Rosary relay was mooted 
and carried out. 

I would really encourage everyone 
to relive this spiritual experience if 
you missed it so that you may really 
be absorbed into that reality of a united 
Church through the path shown by our 
beloved Mother Mary through her pow-
erful intercession on our behalf. United 
we stand, divided we fall. Ave Maria! 
— By Seminarian Bro Anthony

BEC Rosary relay for deliverance from 
COVID-19

A family from BEC St Matthew praying the rosary.
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On April 25, the feast of St Mark the Evangelist, 
Pope Francis issued a letter to all the faithful invit-

ing them to “rediscover the beauty of praying the rosary 
at home during May”.

For the Catholic Church, the month of roses and 
the time after Easter are traditionally dedicated to the 
Mother of God. For this year, the pontiff has composed 
two prayers to Our Lady. In a letter addressed to the 
whole Church, he invites us to recite the prayer “at the 
end of the Rosary”. He adds, “I myself will recite it in 
May, spiritually united with you.”

Francis’ suggestion comes at the height of the pan-
demic crisis, and in the midst of many families dis-
covering the joy of common prayer in the “domestic 
Church”.

With the mandatory quarantine, in many countries 
— from China to Malaysia, from Sri Lanka to Iraq, to 
Lebanon and also in Italy and many European coun-
tries — families were able to sanctify their holidays 
by viewing Masses via live streaming or reciting the 
rosary together as a family. Although this experience 
has strengthened the faith in many, the Pope himself — 
at the Mass on April 17 — warned against the risk of 
a “virtual [virtualized]” spirituality emerging from the 
sitting rooms of families.

This is also the reason why the Italian bishops have 
asked their government for greater freedom of wor-
ship, making it possible for churches to return to being 
a meeting place, while at the same time guaranteeing to 
fulfil the requirements of social distancing and sanitary 
disinfection.

One may wonder why the Pope then pushes families 
still to prayer “at home”? We could say it is more than 
the fear of “virtualizing” our lived spiritual experience. 
The Pontiff feels the need for an intense faith in the 
people as they perceive themselves to be more united. 

Reciting the rosary at different latitudes is like redis-
covering ourselves gathered under the great mantle of 
Mary, as the ancients depicted her as the one united and 
undivided humanity. 

However, despite the heroism of many — doctors, 
nurses, priests, volunteers, etc, — there are differenc-
es and challenges from this epidemic scenario. There 
seems to be a lack of coherence, a sense of emptiness 
in politicians, ideological closures in many, the selfish-
ness of individuals, groups and nations.

This emptiness was visible early on as not one state 
was ready to face such an unprecedented pandemic. 
Strangely, the politicians were far from being humble 
in collaborating with others to tackle the problems of 
the pandemic. The crisis has become  an arena for them 
to display their prowess at defeating their opponents. 
It is really awkward to witness such clumsy conflicts 
to gain some fame. Unfortunately, they seem to be of 
equal status when they contribute to the breakdown in 
human lives and economic disasters before the very 
eyes of their impotent rulers.

The ideological aspect has meant that the face of the 
coronavirus has become a kind of tournament between 
China and the United States, in which fans flock around 
their champion, forgiving him of everything. So “the 
right wing” forgives Donald Trump of all his blunders 
and superficialities in facing the epidemic; “The left 
wing” forgives China for its silence, dictatorship, in-
justice and violence.

Perhaps because of the quarantine, which forced 
them to remain closed in their houses they have tend-
ed to become more ideological, eager to reaffirm their 
preconceived ideas, without opening their minds to the 
broader horizon presented by all the elements of reality.

On the other hand, individuals and states have be-
come more selfish. This is demonstrated by the state of 
neglect in a good number of nations. Many citizens have 
lost their jobs and their homes. Food has become scarce 
because of the enforced lockdown. Even scientists are 
competing against each other to see who is faster and 

The prayer to Mary, 
the coronavirus and, 
the crisis of politics

The communist administration 
in China has started another 
wave of cross removals as the 

coronavirus pandemic reportedly 
subsides on the mainland.

In the past two weeks, authorities 
have removed crosses from the top 
of two church buildings, sources told 
UCA News on April 27. They fear 
more such actions.

The removals began as the admin-
istration reported the discharge of the 
last COVID-19 patient in Wuhan, the 
central Chinese city where the coro-
navirus was first reported last Decem-
ber.

China’s National Health Commis-
sion said the entire country reported 
only three cases of COVID-19 on 
April 26. Two were Chinese people 
returning from abroad, while one 
contracted it through local transmis-
sion.

The cross removals began as gov-
ernment officials became relatively 
free from the pressure of fighting the 
pandemic, Christian leaders said.

Authorities removed the cross of 
Our Lady of the Rosary Church in 
Anhui Diocese on April 18, said John, 
a source in the diocese.

He said the Church was consid-
ered part of the state-recognised open 
Church but had no priests or nuns to 
lead its religious activities. Parishion-
ers themselves managed its religious 
programmes.

Five days before the incident, John 
said, parish leaders approached local 
authorities about repairing the build-
ing. But officials said the plan was to 
remove the crosses of both Catholic 
and Protestant churches in the area.

A local government official, known 
as the community director, on April 
16 asked parishioners for the keys to 
the church. “They wanted to enter the 
church and remove the cross,” John 
said.

The parishioners reported the de-
velopments to Bishop Liu Xinhong 
of Anhui. He directed them to go to 
the local office of the state-sanctioned 
Chinese Catholic Patriotic Associa-
tion and ask for details. But local offi-
cials of the association denied having 
information on the matter.

The community director told the 
parishioners on April 17 that officials 
were acting on the “directions from 
superiors.” However, no documents 

were produced to prove the claim.
On April 18, the community direc-

tor led a team of young people to re-
move the cross.

In another incident in Anhui Dio-
cese on April 19, a cross was re-
moved from a church in Yongqiao 
district of Suzhou City around 4am, 
probably to avoid Catholics gathering 
in opposition, parishioner Paul said. 
The cross was originally scheduled to 
be removed in the afternoon.

The early-hours operation was car-
ried out under police protection. Po-
lice officers did not allow people to 
enter the church, gather outside or 
take pictures. A mobile phone was 
taken away when someone took a 
picture.

In the latest incident on April 27, 
authorities attempted to remove the 
cross of a Protestant church in Su-
zhou Road in Hefei City.

“The same routine and tactics are 
used all across China,” said Father 
Chen from Anhui. “This is not the 
case of a particular diocese or prov-
ince. It is happening all over the 
mainland, but the mainland Church 
is silent.”

He believes Anhui will face more 
cross removals. “If the churches don’t 

China resumes 
cross removals 
as virus subsides

A cross atop the Lower Dafei Catholic 
church is removed by a Chinese 
government worker with a cutting torch.

HERALD May 3, 2020editorial10

smarter in producing the COVID-19 
vaccine, and thus attracting more re-
search funds. On the other hand, as 
is the case with China, the complete 
map of the virus is shared with other 
virologists or scientists.

Hence, Pope Francis, on April 13, 
has invited us to pray precisely for 
this: “That rulers, scientists and poli-
ticians study a way out of the post-

pandemic period, and focus on the 
right way to move forward, that is, 
always in favour of the people, al-
ways in favour of the people.”

Faced with the disintegration cre-
ated by the pandemic, we under-
stand why Francis asks us to pray to 
the Virgin Mary. There is a need to 
breathe into humanity an ideal great-
er than oneself which makes us more 
humble and helpful. 
— By Bernardo Cervellera,                    
AsiaNews (Edited)

unite to resist, many more crosses will 
be removed,” he said.

Persecution continues
Handan Diocese in Hebei province is 
also facing the removal of crosses and 
even the demolition of entire church 
buildings.

A senior member of the clergy, who 
did not want to be named, said the dio-
cese recently received a notice from 
authorities asking for the removal of 
crosses outside four churches in Feixi-
ang.

The senior priest said that, from 2019 
Catholics and other religions had been 
asked to make changes in their “not le-
gal buildings” to make them legal fol-
lowing the requirements of the law.

He said that in a sense, these actions 
cannot be called the removal of crosses 
because those churches are not regis-
tered with the state for religious activ-
ity.

“After the religious symbol is re-
moved, the church is changed into an 
activity centre, a nursing home or some-
thing like that. It is no longer a church,” 
he said.

Since October 2018, hundreds of 
crosses across China have been re-
moved. Dioceses in Zhejiang, Henan, 
Hebei and Guizhou provinces have wit-
nessed several crosses being removed, 
allegedly after they violated planning 
laws.

In October 2019, a church in Guantao 
County in Hebei was demolished be-
cause it was accused of “illegally occu-
pying cultivated land.” This year alone, 
the crosses of two churches in Qiu 
County in Hebei have been removed.

Priests said dioceses normally will 
cooperate in removing crosses in the 
hope of saving the church building.

Fr Chen said persecution of the 
Church has increased since the Vati-
can signed an agreement with China in 
September 2018 on appointing bishops. 
The provisional agreement allows the 
Pope to appoint and veto bishops ap-
pointed by the Chinese Communist Par-
ty (CCP). The agreement aims to merge 
the state-run open Church with the un-
derground Church loyal to the Vatican.

Fr Chen said the CCP did not give up 
persecution even when Covid-19 was 
raging in China. He called on Catholics 
across the globe to join together and 
speak out to restore the rights of Chris-
tians in China. — ucanews.com
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On August 4 last year, the 160th anniver-
sary of the death of the Curé of Ars, I chose 
to write a letter to all those priests who daily 
devote their lives to the service of God’s 
people in response to the Lord’s call.

On that occasion, I chose four key words 
– pain, gratitude, encouragement and 
praise – as a way of thanking priests and 
supporting their ministry. I believe that to-
day, on this 57th World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations, those words can be addressed to 
the whole people of God, against the back-
drop of the Gospel passage that recounts for 
us the remarkable experience of Jesus and 
Peter during a stormy night on the Sea of 
Galilee (cf. Mt 14:22-33).

After the multiplication of the loaves, 
which had astonished the crowds, Jesus told 
his disciples to get into the boat and precede 

him to the other shore, while he took leave 
of the people. The image of the disciples 
crossing the lake can evoke our own life’s 
journey. Indeed, the boat of our lives slowly 
advances, restlessly looking for a safe haven 
and prepared to face the perils and promises 
of the sea, yet at the same time trusting that 
the helmsman will ultimately keep us on the 
right course. At times though, the boat can 
drift off course, misled by mirages, not the 

lighthouse that leads it home, and be tossed 
by the tempests of difficulty, doubt and fear.

Something similar takes place in the 
hearts of those who, called to follow the 
Teacher of Nazareth, have to undertake a 
crossing and abandon their own security to 
become the Lord’s disciples. The risk in-
volved is real: the night falls, the headwinds 
howl, the boat is tossed by the waves, and 
fear of failure, of not being up to the call, 

can threaten to overwhelm them.
The Gospel, however, tells us that in the 

midst of this challenging journey, we are 
not alone. Like the first ray of dawn in the 
heart of the night, the Lord comes walking 
on the troubled waters to join the disci-
ples; he invites Peter to come to him on the 
waves, saves him when he sees him sinking 
and, once in the boat, makes the winds die 
down.

Words of Vocation
Message of His Holiness Pope Francis for the 2020 World Day of Vocations

Even amid the storm-tossed wa-
ters then, our lives become open to 

praise. This is the last of our vocation 
words, and it is an invitation to cultivate 
the interior disposition of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Grateful that Lord gazed 
upon her, faithful amid fear and turmoil, 
she courageously embraced her vocation 
and made of her life an eternal song of 
praise to the Lord.

Dear friends, on this day in particular, 
but also in the ordinary pastoral life of 
our communities, I ask the Church to 
continue to promote vocations. May she 
touch the hearts of the faithful and enable 
each of them to discover with gratitude 
God’s call in their lives, to find courage to 
say “yes” to God, to overcome all weari-
ness through faith in Christ, and to make 
of their lives a song of praise for God, 
for their brothers and sisters, and for the 
whole world. May the Virgin Mary ac-
company us and intercede for us.

Rome, St John Lateran, March 8, 2020, 
the Second Sunday of Lent

 
Franciscus

The first word of vocation then, is 
gratitude. Taking the right course 

is not something we do on our own, 
nor does it depend solely on the road 
we choose to travel. How we find fulfil-
ment in life is more than a decision we 
make as isolated individuals; above all 
else, it is a response to a call from on 
high. The Lord points out our destina-
tion on the opposite shore and he grants 
us the courage to board the boat. In call-
ing us, he becomes our helmsman; he 
accompanies and guides us; he prevents 
us from running aground on the shoals 
of indecision and even enables us to 
walk on surging waters.

Every vocation is born of that gaze of 
love with which the Lord came to meet 
us, perhaps even at a time when our 
boat was being battered by the storm. 
“Vocation, more than our own choice, 
is a response to the Lord’s unmerited 
call” (Letter to Priests, August 4, 2019). 
We will succeed in discovering and em-
bracing our vocation once we open our 
hearts in gratitude and perceive the pas-
sage of God in our lives.

When the disciples see Jesus walking to-
wards them on the sea, they first think 

that he is a ghost and are filled with fear. Jesus 
immediately reassures them with words that 
should constantly accompany our lives and 
our vocational journey: “Take heart, it is I; 
have no fear” (Mt 14:27). This, then, is the sec-
ond word I wish to offer you: encouragement.

What frequently hinders our journey, our 
growth, our choosing the road the Lord is 
marking out for us, are certain “ghosts” that 
trouble our hearts. When we are called to leave 
safe shores and embrace a state of life – like 
marriage, ministerial priesthood, consecrated 
life – our first reaction is often from the “ghost 
of disbelief”. Surely, this vocation is not for 
me! Can this really be the right path? Is the 
Lord really asking me to do this?

Those thoughts can keep growing – justifi-
cations and calculations that sap our determi-
nation and leave us hesitant and powerless on 
the shore where we started. We think we might 
be wrong, not up to the challenge, or simply 
glimpsing a ghost to be exorcised.

The Lord knows that a fundamental life 
choice – like marriage or special consecration 
to his service – calls for courage. He knows the 

questions, doubts and difficulties that toss the 
boat of our heart, and so he reassures us: “Take 
heart, it is I; have no fear!” We know in faith 
that he is present and comes to meet us, that 
he is ever at our side, even amid stormy seas. 

This knowledge sets us free from that lethargy 
which I have called “sweet sorrow” (Letter to 
Priests, Aug 4, 2019), the interior discourage-
ment that hold us back from experiencing the 
beauty of our vocation.

In the Letter to Priests, I also spoke about 
pain, but here I would like to translate the 

word differently, as fatigue. Every vocation 
brings with it a responsibility. The Lord calls 
us because he wants to enable us, like Peter, 
to “walk on water”, in other words, to take 
charge of our lives and place them at the ser-
vice of the Gospel, in the concrete and every-
day ways that he shows us, and specifically in 
the different forms of lay, priestly and conse-
crated vocation. Yet, like St Peter, our desire 
and enthusiasm coexist with our failings and 
fears.

If we let ourselves be daunted by the respon-
sibilities that await us – whether in married 
life or priestly ministry – or by the hardships 
in store for us, then we will soon turn away 
from the gaze of Jesus and, like Peter, we will 
begin to sink. On the other hand, despite our 
frailty and poverty, faith enables us to walk 
towards the Risen Lord and to weather every 
storm. Whenever fatigue or fear make us start 
to sink, Jesus holds out his hand to us. He 
gives us the enthusiasm we need to live our 
vocation with joy and fervour.

When Jesus at last boards the boat, the 
winds die down and the waves are calmed. 
Here we have a beautiful image of what the 
Lord can do at times of turbulence and tem-

pest in our lives. He stills those winds, so 
that the forces of evil, fear and resignation no 
longer have power over us.

As we live out our specific vocation, those 
headwinds can wear us down. Here I think of 
all those who have important responsibilities 
in civil society, spouses whom I like to refer 
to – not without reason – as “courageous”, 
and in a particular way those who have em-
braced the consecrated life or the priesthood. 

I am conscious of your hard work, the sense 
of isolation that can at times weigh upon your 
hearts, the risk of falling into a rut that can 
gradually make the ardent flame of our voca-
tion die down, the burden of the uncertainty 
and insecurity of the times, and worry about 
the future. Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus 
is at our side, and if we acknowledge him as 
the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out 
his hand, take hold of us and save us.

Religious community celebrated the 24th World Consecrated Life on February 1, 2020.

1. Gratitude

3. Pain 4. Praise

2. Encouragement

By the KL Vocation Promotion Team

A journey to the priesthood by Fr Simon Lau   https://bit.ly/3fdX131

Be a priest because, because.....   https://bit.ly/2Wds3iK



It is funny where the lessons of 
our classrooms are sometimes 
understood.

I studied philosophy when I 
was still a bit too young for it, 
a nineteen year old studying the 
metaphysics of Aristotle and 
Thomas Aquinas. But something 
from a metaphysics course 
remains indelibly stamped in my 
mind. We learnt that there are 
four “transcendental”properties 
to God: Scholastic metaphysics 
tells us that God is One, True, 
Good and Beautiful. My young 
mind then had some grasp of 
what is meant by True, Good, and 
Beautiful since we have some 
common sense notions of what 
these are; but what is Oneness? 
What is divine about being 
undivided?

The answer to that didn’t 
come to me in a classroom or in 
an academic discussion, even 
though I have often tried to 
explain its meaning to students in 
a classroom. It came to me in a 
grocery store.

I had been buying groceries in 
the same store for twelve years 
when a trivial incident helped 
explain God’s Oneness and its 
importance to me. The store, a 

large supermarket, has a fruit 
aisle where you pick up apples, 
oranges, grapefruits, bananas 
and the like and then bag them 
yourself in plastic bags the store 
supplies. Alongside the plastic 
bag dispensers there are small 
containers holding metal twisters 
you use to tie up the top of your 
bag. One day, I picked up some 
fruit and put it into a bag, but 
all the containers containing 
the twisters were empty, every 
one of them. As I checked out 
my groceries, suspecting that 
possibly someone that taken them 
as a prank, I mentioned to the 
cashier that all the twisters were 
gone. Her answer took me aback: 
“But Sir, we have never had them 
in this store!” Thinking she might 
be new on the job, I said: “I’ve 
been coming here for more than 
10 years and you’ve always had 
them! You can even see their 
containers from here!” With 
an assurance that comes from 
absolute certitude, she replied: 
“I’ve been working here for a 
long time, and I can assure you 
we’ve never had them!”

I pushed things no further, but, 
walking out of the store, I thought 
this to myself: “If she’s right, then 

I’m certifiably insane! If she’s 
right then I’m completely out of 
touch with reality, have been for 
a long time, and I have no idea 
what sanity is!” I was certain that 
I had seen the twisters for ten 
years! Well, they had reappeared 
by the next time I entered the 
store and they are there today, but 
that little episodic challenge to 
my sanity taught me something. I 
now know what it means that God 
is One and why that is important.

That God is One (and not 
divided) is the very foundation 
for all rationality and sanity. That 
God is undivided and consistent 
within assures you that two plus 

two will always be four – and 
that you can anchor your sanity 
on that. That God is undivided 
assures you that if you saw 
package twisters in a store for 
twelve years, they were there 
… and you are not insane. That 
God is One is the basis for our 
sanity. It undergirds the Principle 
of Non-contradiction: something 
is or is not, it cannot be both; 
and two plus two can never be 
five – and that allows us to live 
rational, sane lives. Because God 
is undivided, we can trust our 
sanity.

The truth of this was never 
jeopardised by the great 
epistemological debates in 
history. Doubts about rationality 
and sanity do not come from 
Descartes, Kant, Hegel, Locke, 
Hume, Wittgenstein or Jacques 
Derrida; these philosophers 
merely argued about the structure 
of rationality, never about its 
existence. What jeopardises 
our sanity (and is, no doubt, 
the greatest moral threat in our 
world today) is lying, the denial 
of facts, the changing of facts, 
and the creation of fake facts. 
Nothing, absolutely nothing, is 
as dangerous and pernicious as 

lying, dishonesty. It is no accident 
that Christianity names Satan 
the Prince of Lies and teaches 
that lying is at the root of the 
unforgivable sin against the Holy 
Spirit. When facts are no longer 
facts, then our very sanity is under 
siege because lying corrupts the 
basis for rationality.

God is One! That means that 
there is no internal contradiction 
within God and that assures us that 
there is no internal contradiction 
possible within the structure of 
reality and within a sane mind. 
What has happened, has forever 
happened, and cannot be denied. 
Two plus two will forever be four 
and because of that we can remain 
sane and trust reality enough to 
live coherent lives.

The single most dangerous 
thing in the whole world is lying, 
dishonesty, denying facts. To 
deny a fact is not only to play 
fast and loose with your own 
sanity and the very foundations 
of rationality; it is also to play 
fast and loose with God whose 
consistency undergirds all sanity 
and all meaning. God is one, 
undivided and consistent. — By 
Fr Ron Rolheiser, all rights 
reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

God and the principle of  
non-contradiction
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The Vatican’s doctrinal congrega-
tion has asked the world’s bish-

ops to report on how a landmark 
papal document acknowledging the 
right of all priests to say Mass using 
the Roman Missal of 1962 is being 
applied in their dioceses.

Cardinal Luis Ladaria, prefect of 
the Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith (CDF), wrote to the 
presidents of bishops’ conferences 
in a March 7 letter, asking them to 
distribute a nine-point questionnaire 
to bishops about the 2007 apostolic 
letter Summorum Pontificum.

The questionnaire was distributed 
to US bishops April 27, said a US 
Bishops’ Conference spokesperson.

A spokesperson for the Bishops’ 
Conference of England and Wales 
confirmed April 27 that the confer-
ence had received the questionnaire 
and was preparing to distribute it to 
bishops.

In a 2007 letter to the world’s 
bishops, Pope Benedict XVI ex-
plained that Summorum Pontifi-
cum enabled priests to offer Mass 
according to the 1962 Missal as a 
“Forma extraordinaria,” or extraor-
dinary form, of the Roman Rite. The 
Missal published by Paul VI would 
remain the “Forma ordinaria,” or 
ordinary form, of the Rite, he said.

The CDF survey sent this year 
includes questions such as “In 
your opinion, are there positive or 
negative aspects of the use of the 

extraordinary form?” and “How 
has the motu proprio Summorum 
Pontificum had an influence on the 
life of seminaries (the seminary of 
the diocese) and other formation 
houses?”

The questionnaire also asks 
whether the extraordinary form re-
sponds “to a true pastoral need” or 
is “promoted by a single priest.”

Bishops are asked to say whether 
they personally use the 1962 Missal 
and what advice they would offer 
about the extraordinary form.

The document also asked wheth-
er “in your diocese, the ordinary 
form has adopted elements of the 
extraordinary form?”

In his cover letter, which was first 
published by the website Rorate 
Caeli along with the survey, Cardi-
nal Ladaria wrote: “Thirteen years 
after the publication of the motu 
proprio Summorum Pontificum is-
sued by Pope Benedict XVI, His 
Holiness Pope Francis wishes to be 
informed about the current applica-
tion of the aforementioned docu-
ment.”

Ladaria asked bishops to send 
their responses by July 31, 2020.

The survey is not the Holy See's 
first solicitation for feedback about 
the extraordinary form.

In his 2007 letter, Benedict XVI 
asked bishops “to send to the Holy 
See an account of your experiences, 
three years after this motu proprio 

has taken effect,” in 2010.
The Pontifical Commission Ec-

clesia Dei subsequently issued the 
2011 instruction Universae Ecclesi-
ae, clarifying aspects of Summorum 
Pontificum.

Joseph Shaw, chairman of the 
Latin Mass Society of England and 
Wales, said that in his view, the sur-
vey results will speak to a positive 
place for the extraordinary form in 
the life of the Church.

In a statement, Shaw said: “As-
suming the CDF receives reasona-
bly complete responses, comparing 
reports written in 2010 and in 2020 
will show not only a steady growth 
in the number of celebrations, but 
an increasing and serene integration 
of the EF [extraordinary form] into 

the life of the Church, something 
attributable in large part to the at-
titudes of the bishops themselves.”

“What the older generation of 
more hostile bishops believed is 
that with some discouragement 
priests and people would lose inter-
est in it, but this has not happened,” 
he added.

“On the contrary, their succes-
sors are almost always more open-
minded, and as time goes on it be-
comes clearer to younger priests 
and laity how the old arguments 
against the EF were often based on 
flawed scholarship and theologi-
cal misunderstandings, and that as 
Pope Benedict noted, the ancient 
Latin liturgical tradition continues 
to have value for new generations,” 

Shaw said.
In March the CDF announced 

that it had issued two decrees giving 
new Eucharistic prefaces and provi-
sion for the optional celebration of 
more recently named saints in the 
extraordinary form.

The decree Quo Magis provided 
seven new Eucharistic prefaces for 
the extraordinary form of the Mass, 
which may be used for particular 
occasions, such as votive Masses or 
the feast days of saints.

The second decree, Cum Sanctis-
sima, established a provision for the 
celebration of the third-class feasts 
of saints canonised after July 1960, 
whose memorials were established 
after the 1962 Roman Missal. — 
CNA

Vatican sends extraordinary form Mass survey to 
world’s bishops

Mass offered in the extraordinary form of the Roman Rite. (CNA photo/Shalone Cason via Unsplash)
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VATICAN: At the beginning of 
April, Portraits in Faith launched 
a series of Virtual Concerts for 
Protection and Healing. Since 
then, they have hosted 5 concerts, 
and at least another 13 perfor-
mances have been confirmed for 
the future.

These concerts are featured on 
the Portraits of Faith Facebook 
account. The concert posts have 
received over 45,000 views since 
the concert series began, with 
about 1,200 hours of viewing 
time.

Daniel Epstein, Founder of 
Portraits in Faith spoke about the 
concept of the concerts and who 
some of the upcoming artists are.

Speaking about Portraits in 
Faith, Daniel Epstein says it is 
“about the oneness of humanity.” 
His goal is that people “have an 
experience of receiving the story 
of someone they perceived to be 
the other”.

Daniel Epstein founded Por-
traits in Faith when he was a 
Marketing Director for Procter & 
Gamble. As he travelled for busi-

ness, he began to include a faith 
dimension to find, and then nur-
ture the “God-sized hole” inside. 
The spiritual exercise he incor-
porated into his life was that of 
interviewing  people about their 
own personal faith lives. Over a 
period of 15 years, Epstein has in-
terviewed 500 people living in 27 
countries who come from 50 dif-
ferent faith backgrounds. So far, 
115 of these interviews have been 
published, for a total of 300,000 
views on YouTube. These testi-
monies can be found on the Por-
trait of Faith website.

The interview that has received 
the highest number of hits is 
that of Maria Carminia Lourdes 
Cynthia Arnaldo Gutierrez, also 
known as Chin Chin Gutierrez. At 
the time of the interview, she was 
a Filipino actress. She is now Sr 
Lourdes and has been a member 
of a Carmelite monastery since 
2010. 

That naturally led to the idea of 
providing virtual concerts online, 
Epstein says. “I just thought about 
bringing people together and giv-

ing them music and prayer from 
many different traditions so that 
we might be comforted. I say the 
concerts are for protection and 
healing.”

Epstein says that artists have 
been responding very positively 
to sign on to the series. Because 
many artists are not working, he 
is grateful to offer a small fee 
“which I know helps in difficult 
times”, he says. Artists in general, 
he continues, are “giving such a 
great gift. The outpouring of the 
creative community during this 
crisis has been amazing and that's 
been true for all the people I’ve 
contacted. They’ve been eager to 
give back”.

The most recent concert fea-
tured Roman Orona, a Native 
American. He shared “prayers 
and chants and drumming in Na-
tive American flute”. Another 
featured an Israeli artist. Upcom-
ing concerts feature a Sufi spoken 
word artist, and a “a major Catho-
lic singer-songwriter John Angotti 
from Nashville who's going to be 
performing”. “it’s really been a 

wonderful mix”, Epstein notes.
Each concert lasts one hour. So 

far, Portraits in Faith has hosted 
five such concerts. Every artist is 
invited to open and close the con-
cert with a prayer from their tra-
dition of their choosing. It’s been 
really beautiful so far”, Epstein 
says.

About 15,000 people have 
tuned in to the more popular art-
ists. “Each tradition brings a cer-
tain amount of popularity based 
on its population in the world”, 

Epstein explains. He emphasised 
that it is obvious that people are 
“also watching traditions other 
than their own”.

In the end, Epstein hopes that 
these concerts provide both com-
fort and hope. “there’s so many 
unknowns in this pandemic that 
I think people are definitely hold-
ing onto faith and trying to muster 
up faith”. This, he believes, “is 
what comes through in the concert 
for people”. — By Sr Bernadette 
Mary Reis, fsp,  Vatican News

Portraits in Faith inspires thousands 
through virtual concert series

Virtual Concerts for Healing and Protection flier.

Ray Repp died on the Third Sun-
day of Easter. He was born at a 

time, 1942, and grew up in a place, 
St Louis, where his nascent interests 
in theology, social justice, liturgy and 
the arts gave birth to song.

He was there during a great tran-
sition between the Latin Mass and 
the early post-Vatican II liturgy. Ray 
stepped in, not simply to fill a gap, 
but to call the church to wake up and 
sing. We did. Some did, anyway.

Ray was one among other Catho-
lic composers in the United States 
who responded through music to the 
changes wrought by Vatican II dur-
ing the late 1960s. Clarence Rivers, 
Joe Wise, Suzanne Toolan, Willard 
Jabusch, James Thiem, Peter Schol-
tes and others created songs the 
church could sing at liturgy.

These songs had heart. They had 
soul. They radiated hope in bringing 
people together as one. They served 
the voice of the people in liturgy. 
Their songs shaped our prayer.

But Ray Repp is rightly recognised 
as the first among these, the first, 
that is, to build a bridge to the post-
Vatican II liturgy. Powerfully influ-
enced by the folk music and vision 
of the world of his day, he helped the 
Church in the United States sing joy-
fully about a God of love and “broth-
erhood,” to use the term of the times, 
and loneliness and hope and caring 
for one another; he sang of Jesus our 
brother.

Ray was an artist. And he suffered 
the way artists do. Almost as quickly 
as his music took hold, however, he 
was gone from the scene. I talked 
with Ray only once at a National As-
sociation of Pastoral Musicians con-
vention, perhaps in the early 1980s. 
He said he felt hurt because he had 

been vilified for his music and be-
cause his songs had quickly been 
replaced by those of others. He could 
not figure out how to get a second 
chance to lead the way.

His love of the arts endured. He 
appeared to delight in the most basic 
things in life as well as some of its 
finer things. He was so human to the 
very end.

I played Ray’s songs as a Jesuit 
novice in the late 1960s. Some songs 
had a driving beat I could lean into 
— Shout from the highest mountains! 
Some were simple and compelling 
— Peace I leave with you or Of My 
Hands I Give to You. Others spoke to 
that deeper and unrecognised need to 
belong, to be part of something big-
ger — Here We Are or To Be Alive.

At that time, I was inspired by his 
fundamentally optimistic view of the 
world — Till All My People Are One. 
Being alive meant standing with oth-
ers to work for peace, to help the 
poor, to change the world. It meant 
striving together with hope in joyful 
song, shining in the sunlight of God’s 
love. I believe Ray’s lyrics ignited 
heart-embers in many who longed 
for God but felt empty or pushed 

away from God by Church or family 
or both.

Ray was a man of his time. Today, 
I hail him as someone who shared 
his gifts and his songs with a nation 
and church in turmoil. Search out his 
songs online. He was all about ani-
mating, strengthening, inspiring and 
enriching the church. This is how I 
will remember him.

He was Barnabas, Son of Encour-
agement, for the post-Vatican II 
Church.

Over the decades, he was ma-
ligned from many quarters. Now I 
hear that “retro Masses” have sprung 
up, singing his songs on a nostalgic 
road trip to “the way we were” but 
never were. The 1960s and early 
’70s are gone, yet the divisions that 
appeared then still haunt us.

We boomers thought we would 
change the world, but what we are 
leaving behind is not unlike what 
we inherited — radical self-interest 
and malignant internecine conflict. 
Ray, along other composers then, 
addressed hymns and songs of en-
couragement to the women and men 
of their time — “Love one another!” 
“Make the world new!”

Were we Boomers up to bearing 
the weight of that task? No more 
than Jesus’ disciples. No more than 
the Church in the United States of 
the 1940s and 50s. No more than 
the church today is with its host of 
parish-renewal programmes, push-
ing Catholics to come alive, get in-
volved, bring back the “nones” and 
live the Catholic dream.

Ray exhorted the Church in his 
own way to seek the reign of God. 
He sang about a future that collec-
tively we were not equipped to serve 
and the God of love whose mercy we 

have been unwilling to share except 
behind our walls. Perhaps, Boom-
ers might still learn. Perhaps Ray 
left hints for them — and everyone 
else — as did Clarence, Joe, Wil-
lard, James, Peter, Suzanne and other 
early composers.

Didn’t Ray and his compatriots’ 
efforts to gladden hearts actually 
point to the sorrow they felt deep in-
side? Didn’t their attempts to direct 
our eyes towards a joyful oneness 
emerge from the same woundedness 
that even now fuels our divisions?

Didn’t they raise up the hope of a 
world at peace in the face of a world 
threatened with destruction by nucle-
ar war? Didn’t they raise up the hope 
of belonging, reflecting our own 
fears of abandonment and the painful 
isolation that sheltering in place has 
brought to the surface? Didn’t their 
hope come from a place of longing 
for something more, something di-
vine?

That’s where their music had to 
have to come from and where the 
work remains today: to invite peo-
ple from all ideological camps to 
encounter the kenotic Christ, calling 
from the terrible and precious depths 
of the human heart.

I celebrate the life of Ray Repp. 
A gifted, joyful, wounded Barna-
bas who offered his gifts to help a 
generation of Catholics step from a 
world we really didn’t understand 
into a world about which we have 
absolutely no clue. Thank you, Ray, 
for being who you were. A man of 
and for his times. — By Fr Roc 
O’Connor SJ, America

l Catholics participating in Masses 
in Singapore, Malaysia, and Brunei 
would be familiar with the Lord 
Have Mercy version written by Ray 
Repp in 1965. This tune has been 
sung by millions, every day, for dec-
ades, in many parishes

Remembering Ray Repp, still calling the Church to song



Islamic Studies Association 
greets Muslims on Ramadan

NEW DELHI: An association that 
has fostered Christian-Muslim 
cooperation for more than four 
decades has greeted the Muslim 
community that, on April 24 began 
Ramadan, a month of intense fast-
ing and prayers.

“We have experienced that Ram-
adan is a happy time eagerly await-
ed by every Muslim friend whom 
we know. In this holy month, you 
commemorate the revelation of the 
Qur’an. Along with you, we thank 
God for the way you honour the 
Holy Book by reading and con-
templating its holy verses,” says a 
message from the Islamic Studies 
Association.

Association secretary, Jesuit Fr 
Victor Edwin, who has signed the 
message, says Christians “are truly 
inspired” by the Muslims’ commit-
ment to fasting between dawn and 
sunset.

“We realise that this fasting is a 

way of submitting your will to the 
Will of God as it is revealed in the 
Qur’an. It is encouraging to see 
how you thank God for His gra-
cious providence with your family 
members, when you finish your 
fasting for the day with the iftar,” 
the message says.

Iftar is the evening meal with 
which Muslims end their daily 
Ramadan fast at sunset.

Fr Edwin, who teaches in Del-
hi’s Vidyajyoti College of Theol-
ogy, says a mosque in their local-
ity invites people of other faiths 
to join them in iftar. “This gesture 
symbolises your openness and 
friendliness towards all people of 
God,” the Jesuit says.

The Jesuit dialogue activists 
finds it “heartening” to see the way 
many Muslims observe the last 
week of the Ramadan month.

“As Muslims, you await the fi-
nal day of the month of Ramadan. 

Many of you spend the entire night 
following the 27th day of Ramadan 
in the mosque, reading the Qur’an 
or listening to its recitation and 
performing recommended prayers. 
When the last judgment arrives, 
you hope to be found in prayer.”

The Jesuit priest finds similari-

ties between this religious practice 
of Muslims and the exhortation of 
Jesus Christ: “Be alert at all times, 
praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things 
that will take place and stand 
before the Son of Man (Luke. 
21:26).”

The message shared the anxi-
eties of Muslims and others “in 
these difficult times of the COVID 
19 breakout that has pushed peo-
ples across the continents into 
‘lockdown’ situations” and offered 
the association’s prayers for God’s 
healing touch on all.

“We pray for God’s consolation 
for those families that have lost 
their loved ones during this pan-
demic. We pray specially for the 
doctors and hospital staff and vol-
unteers who serve the sick in these 
most difficult times,” the message 
adds.

The Islamic Studies Association 

was founded in 1979 by a group of 
scholars and friends in the frame-
work of the Vidyajyoti College 
of Theology. Since then ISA has 
served Christian-Muslim relations 
in the entire South Asian region.

Its members teach Islam and in-
terreligious dialogue in a number 
of universities and academic in-
stitutes throughout India. One of 
the major ISA publications was the 
handbook The Muslims of India: 
Beliefs and Practices, edited by 
Jesuit Fr Paul Jackson of Patna.

This book focuses on Indian 
Muslims by giving the general Is-
lamic background needed for oth-
ers to understand them better. The 
quarterly journal Salaam is another 
important service ISA has been 
rendering to promote Christian-
Muslim relations in the context 
of pluralistic India for the last 40 
years uninterruptedly. — Matters 
India

Fr Victor Edwin SJ
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Dear Buddhist Friends,

On behalf of the Pontifical Coun-
cil for Interreligious Dialogue, 
we extend our heartfelt greetings 
and good wishes to you and to all 
Buddhist communities around the 
world as you celebrate the feast 
of Vesakh/Hanamatsuri. For the 
last twenty-four years, the Pon-
tifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue has sent greetings to you 
on this happy occasion. Since this 
year marks the twenty-fifth anni-
versary of this traditional message, 
we would like to renew our bond of 
friendship and collaboration with 
the various traditions you represent.

This year, we would like to re-
flect with you on the theme Bud-
dhists and Christians: Construct-
ing a Culture of Compassion and 
Fraternity. We are mindful of the 
high value our respective religious 
traditions give to compassion and 
fraternity in our spiritual quest 
and in our witness and service to a 
wounded humanity and a wounded 
earth. 

The Document on Human Fra-
ternity for World Peace and Living 
Together states: “Authentic teach-
ings of religions invite us to remain 
rooted in the values of peace and 
to defend the values of mutual un-
derstanding, human fraternity and 
harmonious coexistence”. Meeting 
the Supreme Buddhist Patriarch in 
Thailand last November, His Ho-
liness Pope Francis said that “we 
can grow and live together as good 
“neighbours” and thus be able to 
promote among the followers of 

our religions the development of 
new charitable projects, capable 
of generating and multiplying 
practical initiatives on the path of 
fraternity, especially with regard 
to the poor and our much-abused 
common home. In this way, we 
will contribute to the formation of 
a culture of compassion, fraternity 
and encounter, both here and in oth-
er parts of the world” (cf. Visiting 
the Supreme Buddhist Patriarch, 
Bangkok, Nov 21, 2019). 

The Feast of Vesakh/Hanamat-
suri prompts us to recall that Prince 
Siddhartha set out in search of 
wisdom by shaving his head and 
renouncing his princely status. He 
traded his garments of Benares 
silk for the simple robe of a monk. 
His noble gesture reminds us of St 
Francis of Assisi, who cut his hair 
and traded his fine clothes for the 
simple robe of a mendicant be-
cause he wanted to follow Jesus, 
who “emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave” (Philippians 2:7) 
and had “nowhere to lay his head” 
(Matthew 8:20). Their example, 

and that of their followers, inspires 
us to a life of detachment in view 
of what is most important. Thus, in 
consequence, we may more freely 
devote ourselves to fostering a cul-
ture of compassion and fraternity 
for the alleviation of human and 
ecological suffering. 

Everything is related. Interde-
pendence brings us back to the 
theme of compassion and frater-
nity. In a spirit of gratitude for your 
friendship, we humbly ask you 
to accompany and support your 
Christian friends in fostering loving 
kindness and fraternity in the world 
today. As we, Buddhists and Chris-
tians, learn from one another how 
to become ever more mindful and 
compassionate, may we continue 
to look for ways to work together 
to make our interconnectedness a 
source of blessing for all sentient 
beings and for the planet, our com-
mon home.

We believe that to guarantee the 
continuity of our universal soli-
darity, our shared journey requires 
educational process. To this end, a 

global event will take place on 15 
October 2020 on the theme “Re-
inventing the Global Compact on 
Education”. “This meeting will re-
kindle our dedication for and with 
young people, renewing our pas-
sion for a more open and inclusive 
education, including patient listen-
ing, constructive dialogue and bet-
ter mutual understanding” (Pope 
Francis, Message for the Launch 
of the Global Compact on Educa-
tion, 12 September 2019). We in-
vite you to work together with all to 
promote this initiative, individually 
and within your communities, to 
nurture a new humanism.  We are 
also happy to see that Buddhists 
and Christians are drawing on 
deeply held values and working to-
gether to uproot the causes of social 
ills in various parts of the world.

 Let us pray for all those who 
are affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic and for those who are 
caregivers. Let us encourage our 
faithful to live this difficult moment 
with hope, compassion and charity.

Dear Buddhist friends, in this 
spirit of friendship and collabora-
tion, we wish you once again, a 
peaceful and joyful feast of Vesakh/
Hanamatsuri.

Miguel Ángel Card. 
Ayuso Guixot, MCCJ

President

Msgr Kodithuwakku 
K. Indunil J.

Secretary

The Vatican is inviting the 
world’s Buddhists and 

Christians to work together to 
uphold and construct a culture 
of compassion and fraternity.

The Vatican’s Pontifical 
Council for Interreligious Di-
alogue (PCID) made the call 
in a message released in view 
of the Buddhist festival of Ve-
sakh, which will be celebrated 
in most countries on May 7. 

Entitled Buddhists and 
Christians: Constructing a 
Culture of Compassion and 
Fraternity, the message, 
signed by PCID President 
Cardinal Miguel Ángel Ayu-
so Guixot, is inspired by the 
Document on Human Fra-
ternity for World Peace and 
Living Together, signed in 
Abu Dhabi on Feb 4, 2019 by 
Pope Francis and Grand Imam 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Tayyeb of 
Al-Azhar.   

Among several issues, the 
Abu Dhabi document invites 
us to remain rooted in the val-
ues of peace and to defend the 
values of mutual understand-
ing, human fraternity and har-
monious coexistence.

Cardinal Ayuso also notes 
the meeting of Pope Francis 
with  the Supreme Buddhist 
Patriarch in Thailand last No-
vember where the Pope reiter-
ated that “we can grow and 
live together as good “neigh-
bours.”

l Please see right for full 
text of the message

message for tHe feast of VesakH/Hanamatsuri

Buddhists and Christians: 
Constructing a Culture of Compassion and Fraternity



Dear children,

We are still in the 
Movement Control 
Order. We need to 
stay home to curb 
the spread of the 
coronavirus pandemic.
I know, it is sad 

because we cannot 
go to church, at-
tend catechism, meet 
friends and teachers 
at school etc. 
But, this is only 

temporary. It is best 
for us to stay at 
home. Use this time 
to study, to pray and 
to help our parents. 
You can always con-
tact your friends, 
relatives, grandpar-
ents via video call.  
Children, the Bible 

reading today tells 
us that we are like 
sheep and Jesus is 
like a good shepherd. 
If we follow Jesus, 
like a good shepherd 
he will lead us to good 

pasture 
– he will 
f e e d 
us and 
nour ish 
us. Like 
a good 
s h e p -
herd he 

will search for us if 
we are lost and res-
cue us. 
He will never run 

away from us in scary 
times but will protect 
us. Let us be thank-
ful that Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd who 
loves us and watches 
over us. 
Prayer: Thank you 

God that Jesus is our 
Good Shepherd, who 
loves us, leads us, 
feeds us and protects 
us. Help us always to 
stay close to him and 
to follow him. 
In Jesus’ name. 

Amen
Love

Aunty Eliz 

Good Shepherd Sunday Help the shepherd to find his lost sheep 

When he has 
brought out all 
his own, he goes 

on ahead of 
them, and his 

sheep 
follow him 

because they 
know his voice 
(John 10: 4) 

Let's Colour 

Answer: I AM THE GATE 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner
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I was thrilled 
to see the spirit 
of Catholic 

youth actively involved in 
“caring for the environment” 
activities especially during 
this MCO.

Just like the message of 
Pope Francis to youth around 
the world for World Youth 
Day 2020, “Get up from your 
seat if you see something 
beautiful and make a decision 
for yourself to be involved.”

“Therefore, youth are called 
to witness and stand up to de-
fend life. It is therefore appro-
priate to see what the youth do 
on this earth day. To love the 
earth means to preserve life 
so that all beings on this earth 
can live and be preserved in 
accordance with God’s will. 

“May these efforts continue 
to serve as an example for oth-
er youth to care for this earth,” 
she concluded on congratulat-
ing CJC for their effort. 

I attended the 
Earth Day cel-
ebration through 

the CJC Face-
book page and 

was very touched by the video 
of the youth and the outreach 
team working together to make 
it happen.

“To the youth and outreach 
team, I hope they continue to 
work and share more with oth-
ers who are following in their 
footsteps. Through this team-
work, I have learned new things; 
when we give good things to the 
earth, we also bless others with 
the gift we have, and this is also 
a pleasing service for God.” 

The idea for this 
Earth Day pro-
gramme was a 
beautiful and 

unique example; the recycling and 
upcycling activities.

“I’m amazed with the guidance 
the EOT team has provided as it is 
so helpful and relevant to Environ-
mental Care Education. I really like 
this concept, because I’m also one 
of those who love the earth. The ac-
tions they take will greatly help raise 
awareness among young people and 
help the community understand and 
address environmental issues affect-
ing their neighbourhoods. I hope that 
they continue their passion to care 
for and love the environment which 
is God’s gift to us, ”

“To date, Malaysia has been listed 
as the 8th worst country in the world 
in plastic waste disposal (Malaysia’s 
Roadmap 2018-2030). So, let’s be-
gin to realise the importance of car-
ing of the earth. The earth does not 
need humans, humans need the earth.

“Wake up and realise that God has 
given us the earth as a gift. Let us ap-
preciate this gift and not be blinded 
by greed.

Despite the chal-
lenges we faced 
organising the 

activities and editing videos, I am 
grateful to have team members that 
help each other.

“Looking at the results of this 
Earth Day celebration programme, 
I am very happy and grateful 
that all the efforts involved have 
brought about a fruitful outcome.

“This activity has been a very 
rewarding experience for me and 
I thank all those who have been 
involved in making this a success 
from start to finish. May all EOT 
members continue to unite them-
selves to protect the earth of God’s 
creation.”

Sr Dora Obod of 
the Archdiocese’s 
Youth Pastoral 
Commission

Alex Poulus Jiran, 
Kota Belud Youth 
Leader

Emily Gilbert,
Eco-Outreach 
Team Coordinator

Dennis Patrick, 
Youth Commission

KOTA KINABALU: 
Responding to Pope 
Francis’ call in this 

year’s World Youth theme 
“Young man, I say unto you, 
Arise,” the Eco-Outreach 
Team (EOT) has encour-
aged youths to care for the 
environment through vari-
ous activities during the 
World Earth Day celebra-
tion on April 22.

The Eco-Outreach Team is a main 
component of the Creation Justice 
Commission (CJC) under the Kota 
Kinabalu Archdiocese to assist the 
commission in creating awareness 
on the environment with the com-
munity.

The team consists of 10 youths 
from the various parishes in the 
archdiocese. It was formed last year 
and the members had gone through 
intensive training to prepare them-
selves for the mission of the eco-
logical ministry.

Although this year’s Earth Day 
celebration was restricted by Move-
ment Control Order (MCO), they 
continued to create awareness 
among Catholics of the importance 
of preserving the environment on-
line.

The Earth Day programme also 
received the attention and feedback 
of several youth leaders in the dio-
cese.

In addition to assisting the com-
mission in the implementation 
of awareness activities and pro-
grammes, the EOT has also success-
fully developed educational mod-
ules specifically for Sunday school 
students. Their work is also recog-
nised by catechists as a good and 
attractive method and helps them 
in Sunday school guidance. — By 
Christina David, catholicadkk.org

Parishioners of St Theresa Church, Kota Marudu

Eco-Outreach Team inspires 
environmental care

among youths on Earth Day
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INDONESIA: A Catholic youth organisation in 
Indonesia has instituted a movement to provide 
assistance to families struggling during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Orang Muda Katolik, or Catholic Young Peo-
ple, recently began the initiative “Adopt One 
Brother,” which encourages youth to volunteer 
time and money to support poorer families, 
many of whom are now unemployed.

Indonesia has over 7,500 cases of COVID-19, 
and 647 deaths. According to data from the 
country’s Ministry of Labour, Aljazeera report-
ed, 2.8 million Indonesians have lost their jobs 
because of the pandemic.

Stefanus Gusma, who leads OMK’s COV-
ID-19 task force, said the initiative has spread 
to 26 of the country’s 34 provinces and in-
volved thousands of OMK members. He said 
volunteers are encouraged to donate 200,000 to 
500,000 rupiah ($12-32) per week.

“First, we mobilised our own members to help 
our fellow brothers and sisters who are experi-
encing difficulties. Then we extended our reach 
to anyone who was willing to help others,” Gus-
ma told UCA News.

“After we receive their data, we contact them 
about where they would like their donations to 
go,” he said. “If a donor wants to donate to a 
family in East Nusa Tenggara province, we will 
coordinate with our members there to seek a 
family in need.”

With help from the local dioceses and gov-
ernments, the organisation has also distributed 
about 2,000 aid packages, electricity vouchers, 
and hygiene products.

Other OMK members said the organisation 
has not only provided aid to families but to hos-
pitals and orphanages as well. Maskendari, an 
OMK member in Pontianak, said the organisa-
tion has distributed “hundreds of aid packages 
and thousands of personal protection items such 
as masks and bottles of hand sanitiser.”

“We want others to act, not only through our 
organisation but also individually or with other 
groups,” said Gusma. “We want to highlight the 
importance of showing human solidarity in the 
midst of this current crisis,” he added.

Orang Muda Katolik seeks to mentor young 
Catholics, aged between 15 and 35, by provid-
ing educational resources, coaching, and volun-
teer opportunities.

Bishop Pius Prapdi of Ketapang issued a let-

ter to OMK at the end of March. He encouraged 
young Catholics to follow social distancing rules 
and other safety precautions. However, he also 
challenged the youth to find creative ways to 
help the community, like investigating free food 
assistance for those in need and checking-in on 
neighbors through social media.

“Catholic Young People can also help others 
in a safe way,” he wrote. “With creativity, young 
people can become leaders in this situation and 
go through critical times together.”

“Pope Francis invites young people to be-
come the main actors (protagonists) in renewing 
the world. Let us in this crisis period stop for a 
moment to reflect on what we have made for 
ourselves, the environment, the Church and the 
citizens of the world.” — CNA

KUALA LUMPUR: St Joseph’s Institution 
International School Malaysia (SJIIM)  stu-
dents and members of its Parent Support 
Group (PSG) have been busy assisting those 
in need during the Movement Control Or-
der (MCO) period in Malaysia.

With the school temporarily closed in 
compliance with the MCO, SJIIM students 
and the PSG decided to channel funds that 
they had helped gather to benefit those in 
need of food and basic necessities during 
this difficult period. They also chipped in to 
make protective shields for use by frontline 

and essential service workers!
The group raised RM6,000 and it re-

ceived a dollar-for-dollar matching contri-
bution from the SJIIM Lasallian Fund. The 
RM12,000 was equally distributed to the Pit 
Stop Community Café in the Klang Valley, 
COVIDCAREMY DHRRA Malaysia and 
COVID Assist Malaysia. 

Dato’ Bro Paul Ho, Chairman of the SJIIM 
Board of Governors, is delighted with the 
initiatives of the students and the PSG. “It is 
extremely heartening to note that our com-
munity is fully embracing our Founder’s 
ethos of reaching out in service for the ben-
efit of the less fortunate.”   

Sheela Sam, the chairlady of the PSG, was 
very proud of the effort that the group has 
made. “We are happy to be able to make 
a difference. To help those in need as in-
scribed in our Lasallian culture is not just 
charity, it is humanity in the highest form. 
We enkindle good values for our future gen-
erations and we pray for those who have 
been affected physically, emotionally and 
financially.” 

The Pit Stop Community Café and COV-
IDCARE MY are organisations that support 
the most vulnerable in the community in 
various ways, including food distribution 
which assists many families. Both organisa-
tions have been tremendously active with 
their humanitarian efforts and were very 
appreciative of the support received. 

“The Pit Stop Community Cafe has the 
distinct pleasure of working with differ-

ent groups of SJIIM students over the past 
three years and each student who has vol-
unteered their time with us has shown 
passion, dedication and leadership. We 
are very proud of our SJIIM volunteers and 
feel that their school and family have defi-
nitely done something right for these capa-
ble young people. In these troubled times 
of COVID-19 when so many marginalised 
communities are without income or de-
cent food, SJIIM has come to us again with 
a lifesaving gift. Thank you so much for 
coming together to make sure that we are 
able to serve those who have fallen through 
the cracks of society.” — By Andrea Tan,        
Co-Founder of Pit Stop Community Cafe

Co-founder of COVID Assist Malaysia and 
SJIIM student, Sandra Ong hard at work 
constructing the face shields needed for the 
frontliners.

A Catholic Youth activist in Bandung, West Java, gives aid items to a Muslim woman. (UCAN News/Edi Silaban)

SJIIM Student Calvin Foo with one of the face 
shields he made for COVID Assist Malaysia.

SJIIM students and 
parents support 

MCO affected groups

Hangout with ASAYO KL on 
weekday nights for a time to 

pray and connect with young peo-
ple. Using the Google Meet plat-
form, the Archdiocesan Single 
Adults and Youth Office or ASAYO 
KL gather young people on week-
day nights to read the Word of God 
and share with one another. 

These Hangouts are conducted 
in Mandarin on Monday, Bahasa 
Malaysia on Tuesdays, Tamil on 
Wednesdays and English on Thurs-
days. 

Come and join these Hangouts 
for a time of prayer and reflection 
in a virtual community. This is a safe 
space to share your joys and strug-
gles during this time of uncertainty. 

Sign up via the link 
http://asayokl.catholicyouth.my/
hangout or visit the ASAYO KL 
website, asayokl.org for more 
information on other activities and 
initiatives. 

** These hangouts are open to 
young people 18-39 years old. 
For further information or clarifica-
tions, kindly contact us via

What our 
Diocesan 

Youth 
Ministries
are doing

Young Catholics in Indonesia provide aid 
amid coronavirus

“Actually I was surprised that 
the session was good, because 
I couldn’t really imagine how a 
sharing like this, with the bible 
would take place online. It was 
very reflective, non-judgemental, 
and it progressed at a comfortable 
pace. I love it. It was good to be 
able to pause and reflect with oth-
er Catholics too”, a young Catholic 
student from Petaling Jaya.   

“To me it’s a time and space to 
reconnect with brothers and sisters 
and the Word, it’s like a weekly 
spiritual fix besides Mass”, young 
Catholic from Puchong. 

checkin@asayokl.org 

+6018-5903889



How lovely is your dwelling place,                     
O Lord of hosts! 

My soul longs, yes, faints 
for the courts of the Lord 

my heart and my flesh sing for joy 
to the living God.

Even a sparrow finds a home, 
and the swallow a nest for herself, 

where she may lay her young, 
at  your altars, O Lord of hosts, 

my king and my God.  
Blessed are those who live in your 
house, ever singing your praise!

Psalm 84: 1-4
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“Your love                                                         
is always in our hearts                                       

Your Kindness                                               
is fondly remembered                                   

Your faith has shown us                                 
grace and mercy                               

Even though you are now                             
in God’s kingdom,                                 

The memory of you is                               
always beautifully near.”

Dearly missed                                                
and fondly remembered by                                      

husband, children, grandchildren, 
family and friends.

4th Anniversary                                                                               
In Loving Memory of

Regis Fernandez
Returned to the Lord on                  

2nd May 2016

MANDALAY: Myanmar’s military 
may again be carrying out crimes 
against humanity in Rakhine and 
Chin states in the conflict-ravaged 
country, a United Nations rights ex-
pert has warned.

Yanghee Lee, the UN’s spe-
cial rapporteur on human rights in 
Myanmar, accused the military of 
ignoring a call for a ceasefire and 
instead carrying out an armed offen-
sive “inflicting immense suffering 
on the ethnic communities” in the 
two states.

“The Tatmadaw is systematically 
violating the most fundamental 
principles of international humani-
tarian law and human rights. Its 
conduct against the civilian popula-
tion of Rakhine and Chin states may 
amount to war crimes and crimes 
against humanity,” Lee, who is step-
ping down from her position after 
six years, said in an April 29 state-
ment.

In August 2018, a UN fact-finding 
mission called for senior Myanmar 
military officials to be prosecuted 
for genocide and war crimes against 
Rohingya Muslims and other ethnic 
minorities.

A renewed conflict has raged in 
Rakhine and Chin states since De-

cember 2018 between the Myanmar 
military and the Arakan Army.

Rakhine also has a separate con-
flict that has seen more than 700,000 
Rohingya flee to Bangladesh since 
August 2017 due to military offen-
sives.

In recent weeks, the Tatmadaw 
has ramped up attacks against civil-
ians. More than 157,000 people have 
been displaced and hundreds includ-
ing women and children killed and 
wounded since the conflict started.

Lee said the Tatmadaw is target-

ing all civilians in the conflict area, 
including people from the Rakhine, 
Rohingya, Mro, Daignet and Chin 
communities.

“Their alleged crimes must be in-
vestigated in accordance with inter-
national standards, with perpetrators 
being held accountable,” she said.

Lee stressed that accountability 
was critical to ending the conflict. 
“Having faced no accountability, the 
Tatmadaw continues to operate with 
impunity.”

Rights groups have accused the 

Tatmadaw of air and artillery strikes 
in civilian areas in Rakhine and Chin 
that have killed and injured scores of 
adults and children. Schools, houses 
and a Buddhist temple have been 
burned or destroyed — even an en-
tire village of up to 700 homes.

“In one artillery attack on April 
13, the Tatmadaw killed eight civil-
ians, including at least two children, 
when it targeted Kyauk Seik village 
in Ponnagyun township with artil-
lery from its nearby Battalion 550 
base,” Lee said.

The Tatmadaw is blocking aid 
from reaching certain areas includ-
ing Paletwa township in Chin state 
where over 8,000 displaced people, 
with dire consequences for local 
populations, according to Lee’s re-
port.

She cited one incident of a severe-
ly injured teenage boy who died at 
a military checkpoint in Rakhine af-
ter the Tatmadaw forced the vehicle 
transporting him to wait there on the 
way to hospital.

Lee also raised concerns over aid 
workers having been targeted in the 
conflict as a driver from the World 
Health Organizaation was killed 
and another healthcare worker was 
injured after their UN-marked car 

was shot at.
“Humanitarian workers should 

not be a target: attacking them is a 
serious violation of international 
humanitarian law,” said Lee, adding 
that there must be an investigation 
into who was responsible for the at-
tack, with perpetrators held account-
able.

Lee called on the United Nations 
to step up its efforts to protect civil-
ians in Rakhine and Chin and ensure 
that there is not another “systemic 
failure” like in 2017.

She said Myanmar and its securi-
ty forces must abide by the Interna-
tional Court of Justice’s provisional 
measures and its own presidential 
directive to respect the Genocide 
Convention.

Myanmar has faced mounting 
pressure from the international com-
munity over rights abuses against 
Rohingya in Rakhine as the ICJ has 
filed genocide charges.

Next month Myanmar is due to 
report back to the ICJ to present the 
measures it is taking to protect the 
ethnic minority.

Myanmar has barred Lee from the 
country since December 2017 after 
claiming her reports were biased. — 
ucanews.com

Myanmar military ‘may be 
repeating crimes against humanity’

Rohingya migrants drift on a boat drifting in Thai waters off the southern 
island of Koh Lipe in the Andaman Sea in May 2015. The International 
Criminal Court on Nov. 14, 2019, gave the green light for a long-awaited full 
probe into Myanmar's alleged crimes against Rohingya Muslims including 
violence and forced deportations. (UCA News via AFP)

          

Blessed are those who die in the Lord...                           
for they will rest from their hard work;                         

for their good deeds follow them!                  
(Revelation 14:13)

Dearly and sadly missed by                                      
wife: Tok Puan Edith,                                            

children and grandchildren.

5th Death Anniversary
Dato Senara Bakti Robson Miranda 

5th May 2015
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Evangelisation: For Deacons
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service                      

to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating 
symbol for the entire Church.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

BEIJING: Churches must remain 
closed; all religious activities and es-
pecially Marian pilgrimages are can-
celled; the opening of schools in reli-
gious institutes has been postponed: 
These are the requirements of the “Yi 
hui, yi tuan”, that is the Patriotic As-
sociation and the Council of Chinese 
Bishops, the two bodies — not recog-
nised by the Holy See — that manage 
the life of the Catholic communities in 
China.

In a communiqué published April 
26, orders were given for a “dou-
ble suspension and a postponement” 
which will apply throughout the 
month of May.

The first “suspension” was that 
churches would remain closed 
throughout China. The places of wor-
ship have been closed since January 
23, the day the quarantine was trig-
gered across the country due to the 
coronavirus. In late March isolation 
was lifted from the country — April 8 
for the city of Wuhan — and the gov-
ernment pushed the population to re-
sume normal life and go to work. But, 
according to the warning of the “Yi 
hui, yi tuan”, although “the epidemic 
situation in China is currently under 

control ... the pandemic continues to 
spread abroad, and the danger of cases 
from abroad has found considerable 
growth”. Because of this, “the sus-
pension of the opening of places for 
Catholic activities and for all religious 
activities must continue.”

The second “suspension” was for 
all activities related to Marian pilgrim-
ages. The reality is that almost every 
diocese in China has a Marian shrine 
and these are highly popular during 
feastdays relating to the Virgin and in 
particular in the month of May. This 
year, “no type of pilgrimage activity 
will be organised during the Marian 
month”.

Again due to the pandemic, “to en-
sure the safety and health of priests and 
the faithful, please avoid any relapses 
caused by the gatherings of people; 
dioceses and parishes are required to 
suspend group pilgrimage activities, 
and interregional pilgrimages. The 
bishops and priests must notify their 
faithful in advance, asking them to 
pray in their home, recite the rosary, 
do meditation to venerate the Virgin 
Mary, spending this month dedicated 
to her in peace”.

Two weeks ago, the diocese of 

Shanghai also decreed the cancellation 
of all pilgrimage activities to the na-
tional shrine of Our Lady of Sheshan.

The “reference” concerns schools 
within women’s religious institutes 
(male religious life is forbidden in 
China), linked to the maturation of vo-
cations and seminaries. The “Yi hui, yi 
tuan” orders that for the entire month 
of May, “please renew the teaching 
methods, organising online courses 
and strengthening the students’ indi-
vidual study skills, so that lessons can 
continue regularly despite school clos-
ings”.

Together with these indications, the 
Patriotic Association and the Council 
of Bishops say they follow the decla-
rations of the Council of State and that 
in order to “continue the anti-corona-
virus work”, it has been established 
that “religious gatherings should be 
avoided”.

According to some local Catho-
lics, the decision is, in reality due to 
a contempt for religion rather than to 
any real concern about the pandemic. 
“The factories, bars, shops, markets 
are reopening ... but not the churches,” 
a young man from Wuhan said. — By 
Zhen Li, AsiaNews

VATICAN: Like children who usu-
ally speak without sugarcoating 
their words, Christians must be sim-
ple yet concrete when acknowledg-
ing their sins, Pope Francis said.

In his homily during his morning 
Mass April 29, the Pope said that Je-
sus’ prayer of thanksgiving to God 
for revealing himself “to the child-
like” reminded him of the concrete-
ness of children, especially during 
confession.

“I always remember a boy who 
came to me one time and told me he 
was sad because he argued with his 
aunt,” he recalled.

“‘What did you do?’ I asked him. 
‘I was at home. I wanted to go play 
soccer, but my aunt — because my 
mother wasn’t there — told me, 
“No, you can’t go out. You have 
to do your homework first.” Words 
were said, and in the end, I told her 
to go to you-know-where,”’ the 
Pope recounted.

“And that little boy had such a 
good grasp of geography, he even 
told me where it was that he told her 
to go!” The Pope added jokingly. 
“That’s how they are: simple, con-
crete. We must also be simple and 

concrete,” he added.
At the start of the Mass, the Pope 

commemorated the feast of St Cath-
erine of Siena, patroness of Italy and 
of Europe, and prayed “for the unity 
of Europe, for the European Union 
so that together we may go forward 
as brothers and sisters,” confronting 
the coronavirus pandemic and its 
aftermath.

The Pope began his homily by 
reflecting on the day’s first reading 
from the First Letter of St John, in 
which the apostle calls on Chris-

tians to live in truth and acknowl-
edge their sins.

“If we say, ‘We are without sin,’ 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we acknowledge our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
every wrongdoing,” the reading 
stated.

The Pope said St John’s words 
are a reminder that “truth is con-
crete,” not like people who use 
the phrase “we are all sinners” in 
a general way while not acknowl-

edging their own sins.  
“Truth is always concrete; lies are 

ethereal, they are like air, you can’t 
take hold of them,” he said. “You 
can’t go and confess your sins in an 
abstract way.”

Recalling the day’s Gospel read-
ing, the Pope said that Jesus’ prayer 
of thanksgiving to God for having 
“hidden these things from the wise 
and the learned” and instead “re-
vealed them to the childlike” is also 
a call for Christians to embrace con-
creteness and simplicity.

The Pope said he recently re-
ceived a letter from a young boy, 
Andrea, who lives in the northern 
Italian town of Caravaggio. Andrea 
said that, after watching the Pope’s 
Mass on television, he had to “cor-
rect” him because the Pope said, 
“Peace be with you.”

“’You can’t say this because with 
the pandemic we can’t touch each 
other,”’ the boy said, according to 
the Pope.

Pope Francis said that although 
Andrea didn’t see that those at the 
Mass bowed to each other at the 
sign of peace and did not shake 
hands, he appreciated that the boy 
had “the freedom to say things as 
they are.”

“We too, with the Lord, must 
have the freedom to say things as 
they are,” the Pope said.

“Let us ask the Lord for the grace 
of simplicity and may he give us 
this grace that he gives to simple 
people, to children, to young peo-
ple who say what they feel, who do 
not hide what they feel. Even if it 
is a wrong thing, they say it,” Pope 
Francis said. — By Junno Arocho 
Esteves, CNS

Be simple and concrete like 
children when acknowledging sins

MANILA: The bishops of the 
dioceses and archdioceses of 
the Philippines have decided 
to consecrate the country to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
amid the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. The prelates will 
lead the consecration ceremony 
in their respective cathedrals on 
13 May, the feast day of Our 
Lady of Fatima, thus celebrat-
ing the event “in a special way”.

In a letter sent to all the 
dioceses of the country, Arch-
bishop Romulo Valles, presi-
dent of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP), calls this a “wonderful 
initiative”.

This consecration to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary will 
reaffirm the bishops’ previous 
consecrations of the Philippines 
to Mary, like in 2013, the Year 
of Faith.

In Manila Bishop Broderick 
Pabillo will lead the consecra-
tion prayer in the cathedral, 
marking the 103rd anniversary 

of the first apparition in Fatima.
The mayors and officials of 

the five cities covered by the 
archdiocese – Manila, Manda-
luyong, Pasay, Makati and San 
Juan – will join the prayer.

“It will be beautiful when all 
the people of God, led by their 
civil and religious leaders, put 
themselves under the protection 
of the Blessed Virgin,” Pabillo 
said.

“We do this to implore the 
protection of the powerful inter-
cession of our Blessed Mother 
in this difficult time, especially 
as we move to the transition to 
a new way of life after the quar-
antine,” he added.

To this end, “We need 
strength from above, and we 
have a powerful intercessor in 
Mama Mary to get that heav-
enly help,” he also said.

So far, almost 8,000 COV-
ID-19 cases have been reported 
in the Philippines with 530 con-
firmed deaths. — AsiaNews/
CBCP

Bishops to consecrate 
the Philippines to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary

China churches to remain closed throughout 
May, all Marian pilgrimages cancelled

In this file photo, Pope Francis greets a delegation from the children and teens section of Italy's Catholic Action during 
an audience at the Vatican Dec 20, 2019. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)


